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Sep 2026 

Vol. 69 Issue 1 

                                
Next Meeting 

Friday 

Sep 4, 2026 

1243 San Tomas Aquino Rd. 

San Jose, CA 95117 

 

Board Meeting 6:00 pm 

Regular Meeting 7:30 pm 

 
Dues 

 
Sep 1, 2026- 
Aug 31, 2027 

 
Adults - $15.00 

 
Carol Dahout  

CBRIS President 

Contact Information 

caroldahout@yahoo.com 

 
CBRIS  

www.cbris.org 
 

Region 14  
aisregion14.org 

 
 

American Iris Society 
www.irises.org 

 

 
 

September Program 

One of the Region’s and AIS’s bright young stars is  

Clara B. Rees Iris Society’s own Jeff Bennett. We  

all became aware of Jeff during 2019’s AIS National  

Convention in Region 14 and discovered his work at  

Dry Creek Pioneer Regional Park in Union City. With  

his interest in a wide range of iris types, he has become  

a key proponent of historical irises, modern bearded 

 irises, and arilbreds.  

 

Friday evening, Jeff will explain to the club the challenges and rewards of 

arilbred irises with his program, ‘Arilbreds by the Bay’. It will make an interesting 

and informative meeting. Join us to learn about these irises, hybrids of exotic 

Middle Eastern irises. 

 

‒Bryce Williamson 

Board Meeting 

Board Members and Proposed Board Members: 

Our first board meeting of the year is on Friday, September 4th at 6:00 pm, 

West Valley Library Community Room, to be followed by our general meeting. 

 

The main topic will be the proposed budget.  Please review it and be ready for 

discussion. 

 

If there are any other topics to be discussed, please notify the club president, 

Carol, beforehand, so time may be scheduled. 

 

http://www.cbris.org/
https://aisregion14.org/
http://www.irises.org/
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Clara B Rees Financial Statement, July 2026 
 
Beginning balance, July 1, 2026                               $ 20,231.83 
 
Revenue: Dues                                                                 555.00 
                 Raffle                                                              1345.00 
                 Donations                                                           36.00 
 
Expenses: Beardless DPI                                                 106.85 
                  Region 14 Guest Iris                                         50.00 
                  Two gallon pots for 2026 and 2027                 317.09 
 
Ending balance, July 31, 2026                                  $ 21,693.89 
 

Passing 

Longtime CBRIS member, Helen Bliven passed 

away on July 15 this year in Cloverdale, CA. She 

moved from San Jose to Berkeley several years 

ago to care for her mother. She remained there 

after her mother’s death. Recently, due to health 

issues, she moved in with one of her sons in 

Cloverdale. On July 1st, she had recovered 

enough to move to a senior living center in 

Cloverdale. Helen has held many titles as a 

CBRIS member, including treasurer and 

president. CBRIS sends condolences to both 

sons. She will be missed. 

 

  

  

 
 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________  

Refreshments 

Outgoing and incoming board 

members provide refreshments for 

the September meeting. 

As a reminder to all members, 

please bring a cup or mug. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Lynn Stuart 

Wayne Crabbs 

Iris Chien 

Diane Wang 

Lisa Chen 

Jane Kwant 

Christine Dickinson 

 

  

 

September 
Birthdays 
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Dahout’s Digs 

September 2026 

Welcome back, CBRIS! 

 

Join us for our first meeting of the year at the West Valley Library Community Room. Dues are due, so if you 

didn’t pay at the picnic, please bring fifteen dollars cash or a check made out to CBRIS. 

 

Big thank you to Chris Dickinson for once again chairing our picnic and auction on July 19th, and to Chad 

Schroter for being our amazing auctioneer. We had great food and bountiful iris as usual. 

 

Following our successful rhizome sale at Yamagami’s on August 1st, we potted up 150 tall bearded and 20 

median iris at my house for our potted iris sale in the spring. Thank you to our pot sitters who will be 

overwintering our pots. 

 

We have three directors terming out in September – Lynn Stuart, Naomi Nakata and Gina Johnson. New 

directors, upon approval by CBRIS members, will be Jeff Bennett, Gwen Betts, and Chris Dickinson. Anyone who 

objects will automatically be our new president (kidding, not kidding). Our wonderful Secretary, Linda Lomparis 

has agreed to continue for another year. Thank you so much to these members for stepping up. Your work and 

dedication to CBRIS is noted and appreciated. 

 

Our partnership with Filoli is scheduled to begin on Saturday,  

September 12, when I will be joined by Archana, Chad, Nancy,  

Katie, and Naomi. We will weed the existing iris beds that CBRIS 

 initially planted, and we will plant new historic iris. If any of you  

would like to join us, please let me know. 

 

We had a great year! Let’s celebrate on Friday! Our Board members will be bringing the refreshments. I hope to 

see you all there. 

 

 

 

Carol Dahout, CBRIS President 

 

  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

‒Photos taken by Naomi Nakata 
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Proposed 

Clara B. Rees Iris Society Officers, 
Directors and Appointments 2026 – 2027 

 
Officers 
President Carol Dahout 9/21 - ? 
Vice President Jane Jordan 9/24 - ? 
Secretary Linda Lomparis 9/24 - ? 
Treasurer Mary Collins 9/21 - ? 
   
Directors   
Chrys Huynh 9/25 – 9/27  
Sergey Melnikov  9/25 – 9/27  
Mikey Lango  9/25 – 9/27  
Jeff Bennett 9/26 – 9/28  
Gwen Betts 9/26 – 9/28  
Chris Dickinson 9/26 – 9/28  
   
Appointments   
Showchair Carol Dahout  
Artistic Showchair Mikey Lango  
Newsletter Editor Mikey Lango  
Sunshine Jane Reiter  
Hospitality Steve and Lisa 

Chen 
 

Refreshments Scott Smith  
Garden Tours Gwen Betts  
Website Lynn Stuart  
July Picnic Chris Dickinson  
Holiday Party Chrys Huynh  
Door Prize Selection Chris Dickinson  
 Mikey Lango  

Naomi Nakata  
 

Door Prize Distribution Mary Collins  

 
 

 

Spring Regional Rhizomes 

Region 14’s Spring Regional was held in Reno, 

Nevada, this past May. Rolla Grace from the 

Sacramento Iris Society was kind enough to deliver 

the rhizomes that CBRIS purchased to Jeff Bennett 

at Dry Creek.  We appreciate his time, as it is a 

long drive. 

 

Seedling  # 25-3,  
by Riley Probst, blooming 
now at Diane Sampson’s 

garden in Watsonville 

 

 
Another talented 

new member, 
Colleen Meola. 

 
Welcome and 

thank you! 
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Clara B Rees Iris Society Proposed Budget for 2026-2027     8/24/2026 

  Sept 1, 2026 - Aug 31, 2027  
 Budget Actual Budget 

EXPENSES     

    2025- 
   2026 

  2025- 
  2026  

  2026-   
  2027 

1.Chairperson Expenses        

 A. Christmas Party     600 583.51 250 

 B. Hospitality     50 18.29 50 

 C. Advertising (bookmarks)       

 D. July Picnic     150 150.00 150 

 E. Membership        

 F. Spring Show   see note 1 below   2750 1016.13 2750 

 G. Sunshine     100 77.75 100 

2. Club Officer's Expenses        

 A. President, registration for national convention      250 

 B. Vice-President (Speakers/Programs)   200 150.00 200 

 C. Secretary/Treasurer        
3. Fund Raising Expenses        

 

A. Picture tags for 2-gallon 
pots   

 
50 45.28 50 

 B. Sales tax (State Board of Equalization)   500 568.00 570 

4. Club Purchased Iris        

 A. Bearded Iris     1800 1631.20 2000 

 B. Beardless Iris     300 306.35 350 
5. Copies/Literature/Educational 
Materials (tags for DPI)  

 
50 19.76 25 

6. Donations (Reg. 14)  Scholarship/Dry Creek      
7. Hall use/meeting space  price goes up in Oct.   360 360.00 440 

8. Iris Pots (and potting mix)  see note 2 below   200 469.55 160 

9. Web Site      250 143.40 150 

10. Memorial Gifts      100 50.00 100 

11. Miscellaneous   
(iris purchased from region, 
computer cables)  

 

 83.00 150 

12. Square Fees      50 42.89 50 

13. Outgoing President's Gift        
14. AIS Contribution & Reg 14 Membership Donation    110 111.00 105 

       $7,620.00  5826.11 $7,900.00  
 
 
 
           (Continued next page) 

      Budget Actual Budget 

INCOME:      

2025-
2026 

2025-
2026 

2026-
2027 

         
1. CBRIS Logo Item Sales     15.00  
2. Fundraising subject to sales tax      

 A. New rhizome sale location       

 B. Yamagami's    2800 2581.73 2600 

 C. Other rhizome sales   300 426.97 350 

 D. Spring Show        

 E Potted iris sales    1500 1620.34 1900 

 F. Sales tax collected   500 581.11 600 

3. July Auction and Raffle at Picnic    1400 1345.00 1300 

4.  Donations     50 41.00 50 

5. Membership Dues     1050 1275.00 1050 

6. Miscellaneous     20 61.00 50 

      $7,620.00  $7,947.15 $7,900.00  

Note 1: 
number does not include cost of site paid in previous 
year, $1600.    

Note 2: 
number includes cost of pots for the 2027-28 year of  
$ 203.84.     

Gain / (Loss) for the year $2,121.04      

Fall Regional income and expenses: 
Income, $ 4543; expense, $ 4056; profit, $ 487.                               
Not part of budget numbers 

         

         
 

Proposed Budget Continued 

More Passings 

We extend our sympathies to the members and families of the Santa Rosa Iris Society. They have recently 

lost two valuable club members, Jim Begley and Kitty Loberg. Jim was one of the founders of SRIS and 

__________________________________________________________________________  
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Dues 
 

Friendly reminder: Dues were due... yesterday-ish. 

Please see Mary Collins. 



 Page 7 of 21 

 

 

      Budget Actual Budget 

INCOME:      2025-2026 
2025-
2026 

2026-
2027 

         

1. CBRIS Logo Item Sales     15.00  

2. Fund Raising subject to sales tax      

 A. New rhizome sale location       

 B. Yamagami's    2800 2581.73 2600 

 C. Other rhizome sales   300 426.97 350 

 D. Spring Show        

 E Potted iris sales    1500 1620.34 1900 

 F. Sales tax collected   500 581.11 600 

3. July Auction and Raffle at Picnic    1400 1345.00 1300 

4.  Donations     50 41.00 50 

5. Membership Dues     1050 1275.00 1050 

6. Miscellaneous     20 61.00 50 

      $7,620.00  7947.15 $7,900.00  

Note 1: number does not include cost of site in previous year, $1600.    

Note 2: number includes cost of pots for the 2027-28 year of $203.84     

Gain / (Loss) for the year $2,121.04      

Fall Regional income and expenses: Income $4543; expense $4056; profit $487. Not part of budget numbers   
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Proposed budget continued 

 

2026 Dates to Remember 
     
Sep 4, 2026  ‘Arilbreds by the Bay’ by Jeff Bennett  West Valley Library, San Jose, CA  

Oct 2, 2026  ‘Iris Ensata, the Japanese Iris’ by Jane Jordan   

Nov 6, 2026  Pacific Coast Irises by Carol Dahout  

Dec 6, 2026   Holiday Potluck & Gift Exchange 

Oct 9-10, 2026 Fall Regional ‘Never Enough Iris!’  Doubletree by Hilton, Chico, CA 
`   Hosted by Shasta & Leo T. Clark Iris Societies 

Jan 8, 2027  Review of the 2026 AIS Regional in Reno 

Apr 27-May 1, 1927 AIS 2027 National Convention  Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

May 7-9, 2027  Region 14 Spring Regional   Aptos, CA, Hosted by MBIS Society 
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Arilbred Culture 

In-ground planting: 

 

Best Option: Plant in soil that has NEVER had iris planted before. Depending on the fertility, amend 

accordingly. Just like other bearded iris, they need good drainage. If the soil is too heavy, add perlite, pea 

gravel or some other gritty substance. Probably no more than ten percent per planting area. 

 

Option 2: Plant in soil where iris HAVE grown before. Remove soil to a depth of 8 inches deep and 8 inches 

wide. Place this soil next to the vacated hole/trough and smooth it out. Purchase a good-quality planting soil 

from a landscape materials company or bagged soil from a box store and refill the hole/trough. This may seem 

like a lot of work, and it is, but you will be well rewarded for your efforts. If this is something you do not want to 

do, see Option 3. 

 

Option 3: Plant in soil where iris HAS grown before. Purchase a good quality garden soil from a landscape 

materials company or bagged soil from a box store and mix this liberally with your existing soil. Add perlite, 

pea gravel or some other gritty substance if you think the soil is too heavy. Probably no more than ten percent. 

With this method you run the risk of this soil retaining diseases, fungus and pests remaining in the soil. Also, 

because iris have grown here before, the fertility may have become depleted. Therefore, you may want to add 

fertilizer during the mixing. A low-nitrogen fertilizer such as 5-10-10 is suggested. 

 

Potting Arilbreds: 

Pot size depends on how long you want to grow the arilbred in a pot. Arilbreds in a one-gallon pot should grow 

well enough for one year, a two-gallon pot for two years, a three-gallon pot for three years, and so forth. Use a 

good quality commercial potting mix; I recommend Miracle-Gro. If you know of a brand that is equal to or 

better than Miracle-Gro, then by all means use it. Don’t get another brand because it is cheaper. The 

cheapness will be reflected in the growth and bloom of the arilbreds. Adding perlite, pea gravel, or another 

gritty substance will be beneficial. Add about five percent to the potting mix 

I hope these instructions will be helpful, and by all means enjoy your arilbreds. 

 

Instructions provided by: Superstition Iris Gardens 

https://superstitioniris.com/growing-instructions-for-aril-iris/ 

 

https://superstitioniris.com/growing-instructions-for-aril-iris/
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Community 

Master Gardener and CBRIS member Mary 

Collins gave an iris class and demonstration 

at Guadalupe River Park Community Garden 

on August 22. 

 

‒Photo taken by Helen Tan 



 WHAT A GREAT PICNIC! 
 
Thank you to everyone who took time out of a busy July weekend to join us for our annual CBRIS Picnic and 

Rhizome Auction. It was a joy to see so many CBRIS members and their families. Plus, we were lucky to have 

such fine weather and tasty food. We were grateful to everyone who brought items for the picnic part of our 

event. There were many diverse types of food this year, and they were all delicious!  

 

We need to thank the following people who helped make this event possible:  

 

Lynn Stuart, who acquired our event reservation and permit for the gazebo.  

 

Peter Marra, Gwen Betts, Chad Schroter, and Alice Gary, who came early in the morning to make sure the 

gazebo was in decent shape, and to help set up tables. Also, thank you to Gwen, who has now taken over the 

responsibility for table storage.  

 

Chad Schroter, who each year surpasses his previous year’s auctioneering skills.  

All the people who helped Chad keep track of who was bidding, and then being “Rhizome Runners.”  

 

The accounting firm of Dahout & Jordan for keeping track of what we were bidding on during the auction, and 

buying during the raffle - and then cheerfully taking our money.  

 

Mary Collins for sorting and bagging up the Door Prize Irises. This is a challenging assignment, and every year, 

Mary comes through for us.  Add to that, this growing season was very early and then very hot, which had some 

of our irises not increasing as well as in past years – or in many cases, not at all. 

 

The Door Prize Crew of Mikey Lango, Naomi Nakata and Chris Dickinson. They took over for Jane Jordan this 

year and were impressed by the many things that Jane had done to help us obtain our Door Prizes. This year 

the crew learned about ordering, receiving, sorting, making labels, and distributing the Door Prize Irises to the 

new growers. Thank you, Jane, for managing this position for us during the past few years. 

 

Mikey Lango for being our photographer.  She would be perfect if she could just get rid of any extra pounds and 

wrinkles her photo subjects might have.  

 

Finally, a special CBRIS Thank You goes to all the folks who spent the past year growing and nurturing our 

Door Prize irises. We would not have had so many Door Prizes without you. 

 

We Hope to See You Next Year! 

Editor’s Note: The club thanks Christine Dickinson for once again chairing the great CBRIS annual picnic. 

 



 

 

CBRIS Annual Picnic - July 2026 
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2026 AIS Popularity Poll 

 

The Iris Popularity Poll 2026 will be open for votes from September 1 through December 1. This open-ended 

electronic poll gives iris lovers a chance to list their favorites in any class of iris that grow well in their area. 

You can vote here: https://hov.to/8ff1ad0b. The link will go live on September 1. 

 

The poll needs many voters for the data to be meaningful and in order to protect anonymity of voters. Many 

different voters from an AIS region, state or province can show what the popular irises are in that area, while 

just a few voters could offer a skewed view. 

 

If you are new to the poll, this is how it works: fill in a few boxes that identify you as a unique voter and give 

your area for regional and growing zone results. You do not have to be an AIS member to vote. Next, list 

the names of 1-25 irises that you love and that grow well in your area. You will be asked to give the iris class 

(eg, TB is Tall Bearded). Every class of irises is eligible from the smallest MDB (Miniature Dwarf Bearded) to 

the tallest SPU (Spuria) and everything in between, bearded and beardless. We know that different irises 

perform better in different climates and expect the data to show what does well where voters live. We also 

expect that some favorites are loved everywhere. Let’s find out what people enjoy growing! 

 

The poll results can raise awareness of the strongest growing cultivars in an area, AIS region or growing 

zone. This gives gardeners an idea of what irises they may want to add to their gardens, irises that are 

beautiful and perform well where they live. 

 

This is a chance to celebrate local favorites, perhaps a hybridizer whose work is appreciated where it was 

first grown but not well known and distributed outside that area. The poll is also a place where old favorites 

can receive attention. From species to historics to 2026 introductions, if you grow it and love it, you can vote 

for it! 

 

If you voted last year, please vote again. If you didn’t vote last year in the inaugural electronic popularity poll, 

please take a few minutes to vote. If you don’t have a computer, ask someone else to vote for you. Multiple 

people can vote from the same email address because we ask for names. Names will never appear in results 

and are simply used so that people without computers can vote. We use names to sort out unique voters and 

prevent anyone from voting more than once. If you love irises and have seen them growing, you should vote! 

The more data, the better the results will be for every class of iris and for every garden wherever it is located. 

‒ The American Iris Society - News & Notes August 28,2026 
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https://xred9wkab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001f8TIh_LiQKHeDIaFwkkKJPqmS5VmFE4FP9sRLzufGEznuGQkzu52SBkib6ikf9wr7LGO2ZcEYgq9kSBxzshKwJtPPNLBkpbdVR4DAl4Stnu7uM9vtO2ftsBgNi8qgAzOKINwNO7-BqYC6AWSI6k_sw==&c=3ufmRt34wQz9EbwPI7g_J4FgUhEwsHXM-zDC0xqdXMa9ewu2MThj_w==&ch=HuwAvZ3GX3dRWtrLHhHE4-RedU6N22rcN19Jzef0QH6OhdnwMxfVzg==


 

The American Iris Society Garden Awards 
 
THE DYKES MEDAL     ‘Alabama Blue Fin’ - SPEC-X iris - (Jill Copeland) 

The John C, WISTER MEDAL (TB)   ‘Sunglasses Needed’ - (Steve Kelly) 
   ‘Bright And Shining Star’ - (Paul Black) 

‘Arizona Cave Painting’ - (Douglas Kanarowski) 

THE KNOWLTON MEDAL (BB)     ‘Kiss The Frog’ - (Paul Black) 

THE HANS AND JACOB SASS MEDAL (IB) ‘Stormbird’ - (Marky Smith) 

THE WILLIAMSON-WHITE MEDAL (MTB)  ‘Flirtin’ Skirts’ - (Paul Black) 

THE COOK-DOUGLAS MEDAL (SDB)  ‘Fruit At The Bottom’ - (Hugh Stout) 

THE CAPARNE-WELCH MEDAL (MDB)  ‘Ribbit’ - (Thomas Johnson) 

THE CLARENCE G. WHITE MEDAL  ‘Eye Of Excellence’ - (Richard Tasco)  
Aril irises and arilbred irises with at least 50% aril content 

THE WILLIAM MOHR MEDAL   ‘Sun And Snow’ - (Richard Tasco) 
Arilbred irises with at least 25% but less than 50% aril content 

THE FOUNDERS OF SIGNA MEDAL (SPEC) ‘Whispering Clouds’ - (Chad Harris) 

THE RANDOLPH PERRY MEDAL (SPEC-X) ‘French Buttercream’ - (Chad Harris) 
Inter-species hybrid (SPEC-X) irises   

THE SYDNEY B. MITCHELL MEDAL (PCN)  ‘California Born’ - (Joseph Ghio) 
Pacific Coast Native irises 

THE MARY SWORDS DEBAILLON MEDAL (LA)  ‘Acadian Sky’ - (Joseph Musacchia) 
Louisiana irises 

THE MORGAN-WOOD MEDAL (SIB)  ‘Art In Bloom’ - (Marty Schafer & Jan Sacks) 

THE ERIC NIES MEDAL (SPU)    ‘Mahogany Ember’ - (Lawrence Johnsen) 
Spuria irises 

THE PAYNE MEDAL (JI)    Midnight Fireworks’ - (J. T. Aitken)  
Japanese irises 

THE FRED AND BARBARA WALTHER CUP     ‘Plumb Bob Line’ - (Lynda Miller)      
Most HM votes in any category   
 
For a complete list, go to: https://new.irises.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/2026-Awards-Complete-List-wo-
HC.pdf 

‘Alabama Blue Fin’ SPEC 
‒Photo by Mikey Lango 
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‘Sun And Snow’ AB 
‒Photo by Mikey Lango 

 

‘Arizona Cave Painting’ TB 
‒Photo by Riley Probst 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        
 

Absolutely Adored, SDB     Ballerina’s Tutu                 Cast Adrift                          Cousins, IB 
 
 

                      
 

Essential                   Flaming Angel, AB        Fuel the Fire, SDB                  Gilt to Last 
 
 

                                 
 

Harvest of Memories       Junior Partner, BB             Meet in the Middle                Optical Art 
 
 

                    
 

Polyphonic                   Rocket Science               Sheila Johnson, SDB           Splendiferous 
 
 

                    
 

Sweet Red Wine          Tin, Man, AB                 Wing and a Prayer            Zoomba Moomba, AB 
 

 

CBRIS DPI  September 2026 
Page 15 of 21 

 



 

 September 2026 Door Prize List 
 
Absolutely Adored (T. Johnson ‘26) SDB 13"  E-M  S. pink; F. pink; B. blue; pronounced sweet fragrance. 
 
Ballerina’s Tutu (Diane Sampson ’26) TB  38”  M  S. peach; F. deep red-purple, white lines radiating from top of petal, 
pink ruffled edge; petals open horizontally first day of bloom; B. tangerine. EC’25.   
 
Cast Adrift (Keith Keppel ‘23) TB 35”  E-M  S. clematis lightening slightly to violine edge; F. light blue; B. deep chrome 
yellow to golden yellow. HM’25 
 
Cousins (Lynda Miller ‘26) IB  22"  E  S. light red-violet; F. dark red violet, lighter belly stripe, cream around large dark 
tangerine beard. 
 
Essential (Anton Mego ‘25)  TB  39”  M  S. white, w/vivid yellow 1/4" band at edge; F. violet blue, lighter around and 
below beard, strong purple wire rim at edge, brown-orange in throat; B. orange. 
 
Flaming Angel (Richard Tasco ’26) AB (OGB) 27"  L  S. white; F. beige, huge burgundy-red signal; B. brown 
 
Fuel The Fire (M. Sutton ‘26) SDB  12"  E  S. yellow ground, w/red plicata markings up midrib; F. vivid brilliant yellow 
ground, very dark rust red plicata markings near edge; B. orange throat, burnt orange end. 
 
Gilt To Last  (M. Sutton ‘26)  TB  32"  E-M  S. white, golden brown veining near edge bleeds into 1/4" golden brown rim 
at edge; F. white ground, dark violet blue plicata markings, near solid at edge; B. yellow-orange. 
 
Harvest Of Memories (Lloyd Zurbrigg 1985)  TB 38"  M and Re    Dresden yellow self; B. yellow.  
 
Junior Partner (Keith Keppel ’23) BB 26  E S. deep toga purple, w/¹⁄₁₆˝ blue-white edge; F. toga purple, narrow blue-
white edge, white adjacent to inner beard, small white dart below beard, B. deep chrome yellow in throat, cream-tipped 
chrome lemon in middle. EC’22   
 
Meet In The Middle (Thomas Johnson ‘26) TB 37"  E-M  S. white, with strong lemon blending at midrib; F. white, with 
lilac band and inner dotted violet bands, violet dotted line extends below beards; B. orange with purple hair tips at end. 
 
Optical Art (Richard Tasco ’26) TB 37"  M-L S. grape w/white dotting, F. white w/grape dotting all over; B gold throat, 
yellow middle, grey end. 
 
Polyphonic (Mike Sutton ‘26) TB  36”  E-M  S. lilac, flushed purple up midribs with greyed orange midline, purple 
veining; F. pale violet-blue, red-purple burst, near black veining; B. yellow-orange.  
 
Rocket Science (Thomas Johnson ’26) TB 38"  E-M  S. deep golden yellow, with lemon yellow to near white edges, 
burgundy veining; F. deep burgundy red, w/wide deep lavender and yellow band, center belly stripe; B. orange throat, 
white end.  
 
Sheila Johnson (Thomas Johnson ’26) SDB 14" M-L  S. yellow to green; F. green to yellow; B. large frosted blue.  
 
Splendiferous (Thomas Johnson ’26)  TB  38"  M-L  S. white, with lemon yellow infusion up midrib; F. central lemon 
yellow spot, with violet washed overlay, surrounded by wide pristine white band; B. yellow to orange.  
 
Sweet Red Wine (Thomas Johnson ‘26) TB  37"  E-L  S. medium wine red; F. deep burgundy red; B. yellow to orange.  
 
Tin Man (Richard Tasco ’26) AB (OGB-) 18"  L   S. cream w/gold veins; style arms gold; F. gold, black quarter-sized 
signal; B. orange throat and middle, grey end. 
 
Wing And A Prayer  (Mike Sutton ‘26) TB  36" SA  M  S. white; F. white; ruffled; B. yellow with white layered flounced 
appendages. 
 
Zoomba Moomba (Paul Black ’26) AB (OGB-) 22"  E-M  S. light lilac, w/mid red-purple veining; F. iridescent claret, 
w/large black cherry signal; B. purple base, dark purple-brown tips. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Region 14 Fall Regional Meeting October 9th &10th, 2026 

“Never Enough Iris!” 

Hosted By Shasta and Leo T. Clark Iris Societies 

Guest Speaker: AIS President, Bonnie Nichols 

Conference Hotel: Doubletree by Hilton, 685 Manzanita Court, Chico CA 

 

Contact the hotel directly for your reservation: 

https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/cicccdt-ltc-b026fd4c-bbf7-4032-9e25-

bab1428491bf/ 

By contacting them via this email, you will receive the special room rate of $129.00 per night 

(plus additional service fee & taxes) for either a 2-queen or single king room, with full breakfast 

included. Be sure to reserve promptly as rates will go up significantly after September 8th. 

 

Registration includes light refreshments Friday evening (dinner on your own) and a full lunch 

Saturday. 

 

Registrant 1 First Name________________ Last Name_______________________ 

Registrant 2 First Name________________ Last Name_______________________ 

Address_________________________ City________________ ST_____Zip_______ 

Phone#____________________________ E-mail for confirmation_________________ 

Local Iris Society________________________________________________________ 

 

Registration, paid by Sept. 8th, ‘26. $80. Per person x person (s)___________ 

paid after Sept. 8th, 26 $85. Per person x person(s) 

Total ___________ 

 

Please make checks payable to Leo T. Clark Iris Society. 

Mail to: Carol Cullen 2856 Sun River Dr., Chico CA 95973 

carolcullen805@gmail.com (805) 441-4433 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

American Iris Society 

2026 Fall Regional Reblooming & Artistic Iris Show 

October 9th & 10th,  2026 

4 pm to 10 pm Friday, 8 am to 4 pm Saturday 

Free Admission and Open to the Public 

Doubletree By Hilton,  685 Manzanita Court, Chico, CA 

  Show Chairman:  Gretchen Lasater  gretjelass@gmail.com 

  Judges: TBA 
 
                         DIVISION I     HORTICULTURE 
Iris shall be exhibited in divisions according to classification. 
Section A      Tall Bearded Iris 
Section B      Bearded Iris other than Tall Bearded 
Section C      Beardless Iris 
 
                        DIVISION II     YOUTH 
Iris must be grown and exhibited by those under the age of 19. 
Sections:   Youth division consists of the same sections (A, B, and C)   
                   that are listed in Division 1.   
  
                       DIVISION  III   SEEDLINGS 
Unintroduced iris may be shown under seedling number or registered name. 
Section A    Tall Bearded Iris 
Section B    Bearded Iris other than Tall Bearded 
Section C    Beardless Iris 
 
                                    DIVISION IV    ARTISTIC 
                     “Fewer Iris Blooms Call For Greater Creativity” 
 
Section A    “Celebrate Fall Color” 
This class calls for the incorporation of dried and rustic natural elements in the design.  Fresh and 
dried plant material must be used. Fresh material may not be treated in any way. Dried material 
may be treated.  Not to exceed 30”W X 36” H. To be displayed on a dark colored cloth covered 
table. 
 

Section B    “Light It Up” 
A luminary design that highlights the use of fresh plant material.  Lighting must be self-contained, 
battery or LED.  No electrical outlets are available, and no flame is allowed.  A self-supporting 
framework is permitted.  Not to exceed 30”W X 36”H. To be displayed on a dark-colored, cloth-
covered table. 
 
Section C     “Still Life Collage” 
An essentially two-dimensional design that uses fresh or fresh and dried plant material along with 
the designer’s choice of photos, fabric, two-dimensional artwork, and containers, combined 
creatively. The collage must be self-supporting (easel, photo support, etc) and no larger than 20” 
X 24”. Overall allowed dimensions: 30”W X 36”H. 
 

mailto:gretjelass@gmail.com


 

                               ARTISTIC DIVISION RULES 
An exhibitor may enter only one exhibit per class but may enter as many classes as desired. 
Exhibitors under age 19 may enter adult classes. 
 
One or more iris bloom(s) must be used in each design and must be the dominant flower(s) in the 
design. 
 
The design must be made by one exhibitor. 
 
PLANT MATERIAL DOES NOT HAVE TO BE GROWN BY THE EXHIBITOR. 
 
Accessories are permitted in all classes. Limitations of size and type, if applicable, will be stated in the 
individual class description. 
 
Fresh plant material should predominate and may not be treated in any manner. Treatment of dried 
material is allowed. 
 
No artificial flowers, foliage, fruit or vegetables are permitted. Fresh cut fruits and vegetables, and any 
other non-perishable food products are allowed, but must be sealed if the possibility exists of attracting 
insects or producing undesirable odors. 
 
The use of any parts of plants on California’s conservation list is strictly prohibited. 
The use of the American Flag or any international flag is prohibited. 
 
EACH DESIGN MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY A 3”x 5” CARD LISTING ALL PLANT MATERIAL 

USED. Include iris cultivar name if possible. 

  

                                               AWARDS 

First Award                  Blue Ribbon 

Second Award             Red Ribbon 

Third Award                 White Ribbon 

Honorable Mention      Pink Ribbon  

Rosettes and/or Certificates:  Best of Show, Best Design of Show, Best Seedling, Best Specimen of 

qualifying Sections (those with at least 3 exhibitors and 5 specimens) will be awarded.  

Special Award may be given at Judges’ discretion to not more than 5% of the entries. 

AIS Silver Medal and Certificate will be awarded for the most blue ribbons. 

AIS Bronze Medal and Certificate will be awarded for second most blue ribbons if entries warrant. 

AIS Exhibition Certificate will be awarded to the Best Seedling or to any other seedlings receiving 5 or 
more votes from AIS Judges attending the show. 
 
Youth awards shall be the same as given in Regular Divisions. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

  

                  GENERAL HORTICULTURE EXHIBITION RULES 
 
Entries are open to the public. 
 
This accredited show is being held and judged under the rules and regulations of The American 
Iris Society as set forth in the Handbook For Judges and Show Officials, Edition 9.1 1/28/2026, 
and subsequent rules and regulations approved by the AIS Board of Directors. The official rules 
and regulations cannot be violated.  
 
Entries are open to the public and everyone is invited to compete. Registration may be made 
Friday, October 9th, from 3:00 pm to 4:30 pm. 
 
ALL EXHIBITORS MUST LEAVE THE EXHIBITION AREA BY 4:30 pm TO PERMIT THE SHOW 
COMMITTEE TO COMPLETE THE PLACEMENT OF ENTRIES. 
 
All specimens of Iris must be correctly named, labeled, and entered in the proper horticultural 
division. Each entry must be a different variety and MUST be grown, groomed, and accompanied 
by the exhibitor. There is no restriction on the number of entries per exhibitor. Members of a 
family may exhibit from the same garden. All containers will be furnished by the Show Committee 
and must be used. Region 14 is not responsible for lost or damaged plant materials, containers, 
exhibit components, etc. 
 
Seedlings must be entered under seedling numbers or registered name and must be entered in 
the name of the owner or originator of the clone. 
 
Judging will take place at 5pm October 9th. No one other than Judges, Clerks and Show 
Committee Members will be permitted in the area during judging. 
 
All exhibits and awards will remain in place until the end of the show. 
Exhibitors are requested to remove their exhibits at the end of the Regional program. 
 
Officiating Judges at this show may not enter any of the sections in which they are judging 
without prior approval from the Show Committee. 
 
A detailed explanation of all rules, including a standardized description of point scoring for each 
division, is available to everyone for study or downloading at irises.org. 
Handbook For Judges and Show Officials. Edition 9.1 1/28/2026. 
 
Membership in the American Iris Society is encouraged.  
Full annual Single dues are $45 and Family dues are $50. 
Full triennial single dues are $115 and Family dues are $130.  
For more information including Print Membership, Electronic Membership and Youth rates, 
please email aismemsec@irises.org or by mail, AIS Membership Secretary, 1226 High St., 
Alameda CA 94501. 
 

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://irises.org&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1787163417853125&usg=AOvVaw2VCuPVeD438YEgHEFR_Yg7
mailto:aismemsec@irises.org

