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CBRIS Annual Picnic - July 19, 2026 

Our annual Clara B. Rees Potluck Picnic & Auction will be coming up on July 
19, and we hope to see you there. This will be a time to socialize with CBRIS 
members, find a few iris favorites during our raffle/auction and for Door Prize 
winners to pick up their winnings. 
 
Please let me know if you are coming, how many people, and what food 
item you are going to bring. If you have already signed up at the last meeting 
just let me know how many people will be in your group, and your food item if 
you didn't list it on the sign-up sheet. 
 
Location:  Ortega Park in Sunnyvale.  We will be in the gazebo area. If you 
need help getting from the parking lot to the gazebo area, we will have people 
ready to help you. 
 
Time:  9:00 AM will be set-up and sorting of raffle/auction irises. Our auction 
will start promptly at 10:00 AM, with the picnic lunch to follow. Parking, possible 
hot weather and World Cup Final Match are reasons we need to get an early 
start. 
 
What to Bring:  A potluck item for our after-auction picnic, plates, napkins, and 
utensils.  Bring a chair and bags for any iris purchases - don't forget your 
checkbook. CBRIS will provide bottled water. Our park permit does not allow 
alcohol, and we ask you not to bring your pets. 
 
Miscellaneous: Bring a list, or pictures, of previous CBRIS door prize favorites 
that you didn't get this year. Some of these might be on the auction table. You 
must pick up your door prize winnings at the picnic, or arrange to have 
someone pick them up for you! Contact Mary Collins at 
mc.rescuesgreys@gmail.com to let her know. If Mary has not heard from you 
by July 16th, your door prize winnings may end up on the auction table. 
 
Questions??  Contact Chris Dickinson at cdickins@aol.com or 408-569-4300. 
(I don't text). 
 
Chris Dickinson, CBRIS Picnic Chair 
 
This is also a good time to renew your membership as the CBRIS year begins 
on September 1, 2026 
 

 

We Look Forward to Seeing You! 

 

http://www.cbris.org/
https://aisregion14.org/
http://www.irises.org/
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Clara B Rees Financial Statement  

June 2026 

   
Beginning balance, June 1, 2026                                 $ 20,100.83 
 
Revenue:  Deposit from show site rental                              500.00 
                 Dues                                                                      30.00 
 
Expenses: Meeting room rental fee, 2 months                     100.00 
                  Engraving, show                                                   18.50 
                  Region 14 affiliate dues                                        81.00 
                  Beardless DPI                                                     199.50 
 
Ending balance, June 30, 2026                                    $ 20,231.83 
 

 
 
 
 

 Dan Williams 

    Kien Tran 

   Henry Rojas 

          Jennifer Morris 

 Elizabeth Brandt

     Lisa Ayala 

    Carolyn Lee 
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AIS 2026 Photo Contest 
 

The 2026 American Iris Society photo contest is accepting photos through August 1, 2026 (midnight Pacific 

Daylight Time). The contest is free and open to the public. The 2026 winner of each category will receive a 

2026 introduction (within the USA only). The winner of each category will also receive a 1-year membership or 

1-year membership extension to AIS. Winners who are AIS life members will receive an e-membership or 

annual membership in an AIS Section of their choice. Runners-up of each category will receive a 2024 to 2025 

introduction (within the USA only). 

 

You may submit up to six photos total for this contest. They may be all entered in one category or in separate 

categories. There must be irises in the photo and irises in the photos should be of the Genus Iris.  

Entries will be selected and judged in six (6) categories: 

1. Irises in a landscape or garden. (Show the iris in the garden) 

2. Irises in the wild. (Species in the wild, field or planting) 

3. A person or people at iris events or tours.  

4. Close-up of an iris or irises. (Whole flower is showing)  

5. Iris photos – macro (Close-up of bloom segments) 

6. Photos of pets, wildlife or garden art with the irises.  

 

Please note: Submissions to the Photo Contest must be HIGH-RESOLUTION digital photos or RAW digital 

photos (300 dpi or higher) with a minimum file size of 2.1 MB. Prints will NOT be accepted for this contest. 

 

Complete instructions may be found at https://www.irises.org/gardeners/photo-contest/ 
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Minutes for the CBRIS Meeting on May 1, 2026 

 
Welcome:  President Carol Dahout called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm, welcoming all attendees and 
remembering the wonderful CBRIS Iris Show that had taken place in late April.   All awards earned at that 
show, she reminded us, will be officially presented at the June meeting. 
 
Carol also acknowledged the May birthdays of the following CBRISians: Carol Dahout, Mark Greene, Chrys 
Huynh, Fe Molyneux, and Naomi Nakata. 
 
Several members of the Monterey Bay Iris Society (MBIS) were also in attendance: Gayle Christen, Jim 
Cumins,  Diane Sampson and Craig Tarr. 
 
Treasury Report: Carol reported the CBRIS Treasury balance to be $20,398.78. 
 
Program: Our speaker for this meeting was Bonnie Nichols, President of the American Iris Society (AIS), 
hybridizer, 202I recipient of the AIS Distinguished Service Award, founder of the Novelty Iris Society and co-
owner, with her husband Hooker Nichols, of the Hillcrest Iris and Daylily Gardens in Dallas, Texas. Her 
presentation entitled “Women in Iris:  Women Hybridizers,” engaged with a topic near and dear to all 
CBRISians, given our club's explicit commemoration of famed iris hybridizer Clara B. Rees. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
The scope of Bonnie's presentation was impressive:  in the space of about an hour, she gave us a bird's-eye 
view of more than 45 twentieth - and twenty-first century female irisarians whose hybridizing work and 
gardening expertise left an indelible mark on the iris community at large. 
 
Because a number of these women hybridizers were likely not known to many of us before, Bonnie's 
presentation did a very fine job of introducing us to a whole new piece of iris history--new people, new writings 
and new hybridizing exploits--while also taking care to delineate the distinct achievements and contributions 
made by each female hybridizer.   
 
One powerful and lingering effect of this talk was the recognition that Clara B. Rees's hybridizing work certainly 
did not take place in a vacuum! As Bonnie herself put it, there were “tons of ladies [in the twentieth century] 
who had iris gardens” and among these women, a number came to be known not only as distinguished iris 
hybridizers, but also as master gardeners, landscape designers, book authors, Dykes Medal winners and 
gatherers, savers and growers of iris seeds. 
 
In closing, Bonnie reminded the group that the AIS Library, which is currently housed in Oregon, contains 
pictures of a number of the women iris hybridizers that she had discussed. 
 
Addtionally, Bonnie asked anyone with old iris catalogues to consider sharing them with the AIS who will scan 
them and then return them to the original owners, all in an effort to expand knowledge and public 
understanding of iris history. In Bonnie's own words, “you have to know where you come from to get to the 
future.” 
 
Thank you, Bonnie, for visiting our club and for your very educational and enjoyable presentation! 
 
Riley Probst is the recipient of the 2026 AIS Distinguished Service Award!  At the conclusion of her 
presentation, AIS President Bonnie Nichols called Riley to the front of the room, where she officially designated 
him the recipient of the 2026 AIS Distinguished Service Award.  She also spoke of the many service-related 
contributions Riley has made to the iris community over the years and awarded him the appropriate AIS medal. 

             
(continued) 
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(May minutes continued) 
 
Big congratulations to our fellow CBRISian Riley Probst, someone we all know as a most generous and award-
deserving member of the iris community!   
 
Moving toward CBRIS's Summer Recess with Gratitude and Stories of Success: 
 

• Thank you to Naomi Nakata for a great job in making the 2026 CBRIS Garden Tours successful and for 
working well with garden owners to create appropriate schedules. 

 
• Carol reported the April 4th Potted Iris Sale at the Saratoga Farmer's Market to be very successful.  “We 

sold out by noon!” 
 

• The April CBRIS Iris Show was a great success, said Carol.  There were 31 single blossom entries, 
alongside the other traditional entry categories, and at the show, the club signed up 6 new members to 
CBRIS.   Whoo-hoo! 

 
Awards for those who placed in the various show categories will be officially awarded at the June 5th meeting.  
Please come to the June meeting to receive your award and to see all those who won awards.   
 
An Opportunity to Volunteer at the Filoli Gardens: Reminding us that Clara B. Rees had established the first 
iris garden at the Filoli Gardens, Carol said that Filoli Gardens would now like to tap our expertise as CBRIS 
members on how best to grow and care for irises. 
 
On May 28th, 29th, and June (?), Filoli Gardens invites CBRIS members to volunteer as weeders in garden spaces 
and to provide Filoli staff with expert advice on how to grow and care for irises. In exchange for this volunteer 
work, CBRIS volunteers will have free access to the rest of the Filoli garden areas for the rest of the day.   
 
Carol asks CBRISians to sign up tonight if they wish to do this volunteer work at Filoli. 
 
Upcoming Events of Interest to CBRISians: 
 

• Jo Chisholm's Party for Irisarians on Sunday, May 3, 11:00 am – 4:00pm:  All CBRISians are invited to 
this party and should have received an emailed invitation. AIS President Bonnie Nichols will be there. 

 
Carol asked those who plan to attend this party to let her know of their attendance tonight so that she can then let 
Jo Chisholm know how many CBRISians to expect. 
 

• Region 14 Spring Regional Meeting takes place in Reno, NV on May 15-17   
 
CBRIS  is donating a gift basket for this Spring Regional, and we are still in need of items for this gift basket.  
Please contact Carol if you wish to submit to something. 
 

• The 2026 AIS National Convention takes place in New Jersey and New York on May 18-23, 2026. 
 

• The Rotary Art Show is at West Valley College, May 2nd and May 3rd. 
 

• The CBRIS Rhizome Sale is on August 1st at Yamagami's 
 

(continued) 
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2026 Dates to Remember 
     
    CBRIS Picnic   Jul 19  CBRIS Annual Picnic, Ortega Park, Sunnyvale, CA, 10:00 AM 

    Rhizome Sale    Aug 1  Yamagami’s Garden Center, Cupertino, CA 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM 

    CBRIS New Year   Sep 4  Clara B Rees Iris Society’s first meeting of the new year 
       West Valley Library  

   2026 Fall Regional   Oct 9-10 DoubleTree by Hilton, Chico, CA ‒ Hosted by Shasta and  
Leo T. Clark Iris Societies 
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(May minutes continued) 
 

• The CBRIS Rhizome Auction and Potluck is on July 19th at Ortega Park, in the gazebo there.  At this 
time, CBRISians will also collect all their door prize iris for this past year. 

 
NB:  If you already know that you will NOT be attending the July 19 th Auction/ Potluck to collect your Door Prize 
irises, please let Mary Collins and/or Carol know who will be at this event to collect your Door Prize irises 
on your behalf. 
 

• June 5th is our last CBRIS meeting of the year.  The next CBRIS meeting for the new year (i.e., 2026-
2027) will be on the first Friday of September. 

 
Come to the June 5th Meeting to receive your Awards for entries in the April Iris Show! 
 
Door Prize Irises were awarded via the Wheel of Fortune app. 
 
Some last words from Mikey:  “A dog (Gigi) was found in the parking lot, and the people are now on their way 
to pick it up.”  Yay Carolyn Lee and Steve Chen for their help!!!   
 
Meeting Adjourned around 9:32 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Linda Lomperis, CBRIS Secretary 
 

Donations Needed 
 
Looking for your spare rhizomes for either the CBRIS picnic on July 19th or 

the rhizome sale on August 1st. Newer and older ones are all appreciated. 

We do need them cleaned, trimmed, and labeled. Let’s share the wealth! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Minutes for the June 5, 2026 CBRIS Meeting   
 
 

Welcome:  President Carol Dahout called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm,  
welcoming all attendees, noting that June 5 is National Donut Day, and  
acknowledging the June birthdays of the following CBRISians:  Gwen Betts,  
Elaine Fisher, Jane Jordan, Heather McGovern, Jane Reiter, and Scott Smith. 
 

 
 
No guests were in attendance, but the two new CBRIS members were:  

 Helen Tan and Colleen Meola.  Welcome, Helen and Colleen! 
 

 
Highlights from the May 1, 2026 Minutes:  Since these Minutes did  

not arrive in time for the CBRIS June Newsletter, Secretary Linda Lomperis highlighted two topics from the May 
meeting:   
 

1) Bonnie Nichols, AIS President, had spoken in May of AIS's efforts to expand its own iris history database 
and had therefore CBRIS members to share with the AIS any old iris catalogues or official iris publications 
that they might possess; AIS could scan these documents and return them to the owners. 

2) CBRIS member Riley Probst had received in May the 2026 AIS Distinguished Service Award. 
 
Treasury Report: Treasurer Mary Collins reported the CBRIS Treasury balance  
to be $20,100.83. 
 
Jeff Bennett, on June 2, 2026, received the Distinguished Service Award  
from the Historic Iris Preservation Society (HIPS) for his extensive research  
and education on historic irises. Congratulations to Jeff from your fellow CBRISians! 
 
Program:  Vice-President Jane Jordan officially announced the awards given at  
CBRIS's annual iris show in April 2026.   
 
  Charmaine Turbow  Best Artistic Design 
 
  Chrys Huynh   People's Choice Award for Artistic Design 
      Most Blue Ribbons in the Artistic Design Section 
  
  Trang Bui   People's Choice Horticulture Award 
 
  Wayne Crabbs  Best Arilbred Award 
 
  Alice Gary   Best White Iris 
      Clara B. Rees Award 
 
  Jeff Bennett   Best Historic 
      Best Seedling 
      Most Blue Ribbons, Silver Medal winner 
 
 
  Jane Jordan   Best in Show 
      Best Median 
      Best Beardless 
      Best Spuria 
      7 blues and 7 reds, Bronze Medal winner 
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(June minutes continued) 
 
     
  Naomi Nakata  7 entries, 5 blue ribbons 
 
  Christy Tsai  10 entries, 7 blue ribbons + 1 white 
 
  Iris Chien  2 entries, 1 blue ribbon + 1 pink 
 
  Winnie Wang  7 entries, 1 blue ribbon + 2 red 
 
  Riley Probst  5 entries, 1 red + 2 white 
 
  Chad Schoter  10 entries, 1 blue ribbon + 1 red 
   
  Carol Dahout  6 entries, 2 blue ribbons + 2 red + 1 pink 
 
  Jenny Fernandes 1 entries, 1 red ribbon 
 
  Carolyn Craft  1 entry 
 
  Linda Lomperis  2 entries, 1 red ribbon +1 pink 
 
  Mikey Lango  2 entries, 1 blue ribbon 
 
  Carolyn Lee  6 entries, 3 blue ribbons + 2 red 
 
  Gwen Betts  7 entries, 4 blue ribbons +2 red + 1 white 
 
  Lisa Chen  7 entries, 3 red ribbons + 3 white + 1 pink 
 
  Camille   Best Youth Entry 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  Members weighed in on some recent, end-of-year CBRIS activities and events. 
 
CBRISians Who Volunteered to Weed Iris Beds at Filoli Gardens: 
 

• Jeff Bennett said it was nice to see that they had the same weeds we all have. He also found the cutting 
garden (i.e., the garden used to supply cuttings for floral arrangements) to be the most interesting of the 
Filoli gardens.  Also, he noted that the iris garden at Filoli was not on the main path of the other Filoli 
gardens. 

 
Furthermore, Jeff stated that in 2019, irises were planted in Filoli that had originally been designated to be planted 
in Dry Creek Garden. 
 
 

• Diane Wang weeded on June 4 and also visited the main house, the vegetable garden and the rose 
garden. 

 
• Naomi Nakata plans to weed on June 6 and said that Filoli will supply weeding tools and gloves. 

 
• Chad Schroter and his wife, while weeding at Filoli, broke an irrigation line using the weeding tool. 
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(June minutes continued) 
 

• Chad Schroter and his wife, while weeding at Filoli, broke an irrigation line using the weeding tool. 
 

• Carol Dahout said that the Filoli Gift Shop was very nice and also reminded CBRISians who missed this 
volunteer weeding opportunity that there would be more volunteer opportunities coming along in the 
future. 

  
She also expressed her desire that if CBRIS were to continue involvement with Filoli, we would want to do 
more than just weeding—namely, we would want to have a say in what irises they are growing.  She is 
currently in discussion about this with Jim Saliers, who is the head horticulture person at Filoli. 
 

• Overall, Carol said Filoli Garden is a nice place to visit and “has a lot of grace.” 
 
Bonnie Nichols, AIS President, visited CBRIS on June 5 and gave a talk on “Women Iris Hybridizers.” 
 

• Carol said that Bonnie's talk was very enlightening, zooming out as it did to give a picture of the many 
women involved in iris growing and hybridizing iris from the late nineteenth century to the present.   

 
Jo Chisholm's Party in May to Honor Joe Ghio with the AIS Mitchell Award for Pacific Coast Iris (PCIs) 
 

• Linda Lomperis and Scott Smith both thought that Jo put on a fabulous party and that Bonnie Nichols's 
awarding Joe Ghio the Mitchell Award was a great way to honor one of the truly great iris hybridizers 
and PCI specialist in our midst. 

 
 
2026 Spring Regional Meeting in Reno, NV 
 

• Gwen Betts, Jeff Bennett and Riley Probst all stated that the banquet food was both excellent and 
abundant.  Additionally, Gwen said that it was very nice to see so many flowers growing in the desert. 

 
• Riley designated the gardens as being very 'black and white':  either the gardens had iris growing or 

they didn't.  Furthermore, it seemed as if all the Schreiner irises grew well and all the Tasco irises did 
not.  The growing seemed to be very hybridizer-focused.   

 
• Jeff and Riley both spoke about some of the optional gardens on the last day of this regional.  Susan 

Duncan of the Daffodil Society has some irises growing in her garden. 
 

• Some of the iris gardens had very narrow pathways and short rows.  And on the last day of this 
regional, it started to snow. 

 
• Riley Probst and Dan Williams both gave Judges training at this Regional that CBRISians designated 

as being “great.” 
 

• Featured speaker Laurie Rhodes spoke about her hybridizing efforts and how she picked iris names.  
Notably, she looked at her irises in black and white photographs—not in color—so as to better evaluate 
their branching and form.   Laurie is a professional photographer and a former school teacher.   

 
• One CBRIS member who attended this Regional commented on learning that irises like compost, not 

necessarily fertilizer. 
(continued) 
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(June minutes continued) 
 
2026 AIS Convention in Newark, New Jersey and New York City 
 

• Carol Dahout stated that this convention had its ups and downs, the later especially having to do with 
extreme heat.  The temperature reached 95 degrees F when Carol arrived and the bus she and others 
rode in had no air conditioning.  People were told that “the air-conditioning was coming,” but people 
nonetheless, as Carol put it, “started dropping and getting sick.”   Even the bus driver, Carol said, was 
getting faint.   

 
• The bus pulled over and paramedics came right away.   

 
• Both Carol and Lisa Chen said their favorite garden was the Presby Garden.  Other gardens visited were 

the Brooklyn Botanic Garden, Siberian Iris Garden, which Lisa said was “really nice,” the Slegal Garden 
(also designated as “very nice”) and the Rutgers Garden.   

 
• Lisa Chen finished her one-on-one garden training at the Regional with Claire Schneider. 

 
• Bonnie Nichols, AIS President, was the featured speaker at the banquet.   

 
• Carol Dahout and Trang Bui also engaged in some non-iris activities in New York, including visiting the 

Whitney Museum, and seeing a play. 
 

• Finally, take note.  The 2027 AIS National Convention will be in Oklahoma City, OK.  All those who 
register by 1/31/2027 will automatically be entered to win 3 free nights at the convention hotel.       

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

• The CBRIS Rhizome Auction and Potluck is on July 19th at Ortega Park, in the gazebo there.  At this 
time, CBRISians will also collect all their door prize iris for this past year. 

 
NB:  If you already know that you will NOT be attending the July 19th Auction/ Potluck to collect your Door Prize 
irises, please let Mary Collins and/or Carol know who will be at this event to collect your Door Prize irises 
on your behalf. 
 
Gwen Betts is Table Master at this event and Chad Schroter is Auctioneer.  Please be there at 9:00 am to help 
set up.  The Auction will begin at 10:00 am sharp.  Bring your checkbook, your own cutlery, a dish to share with 
others for the potluck, and your own chairs to sit in if you prefer not to sit on the gazebo stairs.     
 

• The Rhizome Sale at Yamagami's is on Saturday, August 1st.  If you are working the first shift, you 
may bring the bagged rhizomes to the sale. If unavailable to help that day or working a later shift, you may 
drop off rhizomes to Mary on July 30 or 31. We want a photo attached to the bag. If you are unable to do 
so, please let Mary know as soon as the rhizomes are dug to give her time to find an image. (Corrected 
by Editor at Mary’s request). 
 

• The Bee Haven Iris Dig.  Surplus digging can begin on August 29th. 
 

• CBRIS Officers and Directors who are terming out: 
 

Three Directors are terming out:  Lynn Stewart, Naomi Nakata and Gina Johnson. Nancy Mirabella is also 
terming out as Refreshment Director and so is Linda Lomperis terming out as CBRIS Secretary.   
Please note:  If you are a director or an officer, you need to attend all CBRIS Board Meetings. 



 

 

July Culture 

Now through September is the time to divide bearded irises in our area.  Withhold water for two weeks 

before digging to force them into dormancy. Water a day before digging if ground is very hard. Separate 

irises into single fans if they have five leaves, smaller rhizomes should be left attached to the “mother”. 

Replant as soon as possible if the weather is ‘normal’; avoid planting new divisions during a “heat wave”. 

Water 2-3 times weekly until three new leaves have grown, then once a week until the winter rains begin.   

     

There are some very pretty rebloomers showing their color. Keep watering them if you want more stalks. 

        

     ̶Chad Schroter and Mikey Lango 

 

 

(minutes continued) 

 

Jeff Bennett has volunteered to be one of the incoming Directors. 
 
Scott Smith agreed to become the new Refreshment Director. 
  
Chrys Huynh has agreed to be the Director in charge of organizing/coordinating the Holiday/Christmas Party 
with Secret Santa, a party to which members can bring their spouses/significant others. 
 
Linda Lomperis has agreed to remain the CBRIS Secretary. 
 

• Carol and Mary are going to be ordering a new round of CBRIS clothing:  T-shirts, sweatshirts and 
aprons, the latter of which will be in grey heather color only. Mary is currently doing research on this 
matter and will be sending out an email. 

 

• Carol noted our upcoming CBRIS Anniversary Celebration:  it will be our 70th year! Stay tuned for 
more on this event. 

 

• The Cutting sale of Chrysanthemums at Yamagami's will take place on June 6 at 9 am and on 
Sunday June 7 at 10 am. 

 

• June 5th is our last CBRIS meeting of the year.  The next  

• CBRIS meeting for the new year (i.e., 2026-2027) will be on the  
first Friday of September. 

 
Door Prize Irises were awarded via the Wheel of Fortune app. 
 
Meeting Adjourned around 9:50 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Linda Lomperis, CBRIS Secretary 
 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

___  
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