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Vol. 68 Issue 10 

                                
Next Meeting 

Jun 5, 2026 

Willow Glen Library 

1157 Minnesota Ave. 

San Jose, CA 95125 

 

Doors open 7:00 PM 

Meeting 7:30 PM. 

 
Dues 

Sep 1, 2025- 

Aug 31, 2026 

Adults - $15.00 

 

Carol Dahout  

CBRIS President 

Contact Information 

caroldahout@yahoo.com 

 
 

CBRIS  
www.cbris.org 

 
Region 14  

aisregion14.org 
 
 

American Iris Society 
www.irises.org 

 

 
  

June Program 

CBRIS’ June program will include the presentation  

of the awards to Spring Show winners. Ribbons  

will be awarded to everyone whose entries placed  

in the show. The head table winners will receive a  

trophy for their category, which they may keep until  

next year's show  

 

We will also have a recap of the Spring Regional that was held recently in 

Reno, NV. We visited some special Gardens in the surrounding hills with 

spectacular views. The bloom was great. Guest Speaker, Lori Rhodes gave an 

excellent talk about her hybridizing goals. Our members had a great time 

socializing with friends from other clubs.                  ‒ Jane Jordan, CBRIS VP                          

CBRIS June meeting to be held at Willow Glen 

Library,1157 Minnesota Ave., San Jose 95125 

 

 

http://www.cbris.org/
https://aisregion14.org/
http://www.irises.org/
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Dahout Digs 

June 2026 
“Awards Night!” 

 

Join us for our last regular meeting till September at the Willow Glen Library 

Community Room as we celebrate our show “Iris Splendor” and award the trophies 

and ribbons to those who entered. If you are a new member, please come and be 

inspired. Our show in 2027 will again be at the Joan Pisani Center in Saratoga on 

Sunday, April 11th. Mark your calendars. Speaking of calendars, I have some AIS  

2027 calendars for sale for $5. Please let me know if you would like to purchase one. 

 

The weather has been so strange this year, and some of us still have blooming iris! Once the blooming is done, 

however, it is time to fertilize, preferably with fertilizer in the 10-10-10 range or a little lower in nitrogen 5-10-10. 

Sprinkle a handful around each clump and be sure to water it in. Continue to water through June and 

keep the weeds away. Amend your soil, if needed, but do not put mulch too close to your iris rhizomes. 

 

In July, it will be time to dig and divide. Be sure to label your dug iris with the name of the iris on the center leaf, 

trim the fan, and trim the roots. We will be collecting rhizomes for our picnic on Sunday, July 19th, and for our 

Yamagami Sale on August 1st. Mary Collins will be calling for the door prize iris, for those of you who are 

growing them, to be delivered to her, cleaned and labeled, no later than Wednesday July 15th. 

 

Elections are coming up, and we have three directors terming out in September – Lynn Stuart, Naomi Nakata 

and Gina Johnson, and our Secretary, Linda Lomparis. Thank you so much to these members for stepping up. 

Your work and dedication to CBRIS is noted and appreciated. This means, of course, that we will be seeking 

new directors and officers. This will be addressed at the meeting. 

 

We had a great year! Let’s celebrate on Friday! I hope to see you all there. 

 

 

‒ Carol Dahout, CBRIS President 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________  
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Clara B Rees Financial Statement  

May 2026 

 
 
  Beginning balance, May 1, 2026                           $20,398.78 
 
  Revenue: Dues                                                                  15.00 
  Expenses: Engraving, show trophies                               147.95 
                  Show monetary awards                                   165.00 
 
  Ending balance, May 31, 2026                               $20,100.83 
 

 
 
 
 

  

 

 Gary Knipe 

 Jane Jordan 

  Jane Reiter

 Scott Smith 

        Elaine Fisher 

    Heather McGovern 

         Gwen Betts 
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Refreshments 
 

Nancy Mirabella 

Katie Stofer 

Diane Wang 

 
Reminder: 

Bring a mug and utensils 

We provide paper plates and napkins 

Due to the allergies of a member  
- no cut citrus  

 

 

 

Raffle Basket 

Our raffle “basket” at the 

Spring Regional was a hit. 

Kathy Braaten was the winner! 

Our thanks to the club 

members who donated items. 

 

. 

 

 

            Summer 

Summertime is almost here, 

Perhaps not an Irisian’s favorite season. 

However, it is the best time to acquire new rhizomes. 

So, let our summer adventure begin 

The minutes for the CBRIS 

May meeting will be in the 

July newsletter. 
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Save The Date For Our Annual 

Auction/Picnic 

July 19, 2026 

 

Where - Ortega Park in Sunnyvale. We will be located in the gazebo area. You can access the parking 

lots from either Harrow Way or Inverness Way. This is a busy park, so the earlier you arrive, the 

better your chance will be of finding a decent parking spot.  Please let us know if you will need help 

getting from the parking lot to the gazebo so we can have people ready to aid you.  

 

When - Sunday, July 19, 2026. Plan to be there by 9:00 AM so that we can set up and organize the 

tables for the auction. The auction will start promptly at 10:00 AM, with a picnic lunch to follow. Parking, 

and possible hot weather, are reasons we need to get an early start.  

 

Why - At this event members pick up their Door Prize rhizomes, and take part in an auction of newer 

varieties of irises. There will also be a raffle of older irises that CBRIS members dig and donate.  

 

What to Bring - A potluck item for our after-auction picnic. Electrical outlets are available to keep items 

warm.  CBRIS will supply bottled water. “Must Haves” are plates, napkins and utensils.  Bring a chair, 

and a bag for your rhizome purchases. Don’t forget your checkbook!  Also, please bring clean, trimmed 

and marked iris rhizomes for our raffle. You might consider bringing a list, or pictures, of previous 

CBRIS Door Prize favorites, since some of these might be on the auction table.  

 

You must pick up your door prize irises at the picnic, or arrange to have someone pick them up for you!  

If someone else is going to pick up your door prizes, please contact Mary Collins at 

mc.rescuesgreys@gmail.com to let her know.  If Mary has not heard from you by July 16th your door 

prize winnings may end up on the auction table.  

 

As in previous years we remind you to leave your pets at home.  

 

If you have any questions about the picnic, contact Christine Dickinson at cdickins@aol.com, or leave a 

voice message at (408) 569-4300 my cell.   

 

We Look Forward to Seeing You! 

 

___________________________________________________________________________  
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2026 Dates to Remember 

     
    CBRIS Meeting   Jun 5  Show Awards 

    CBRIS Picnic   Jul 19  CBRIS Annual Picnic, Ortega Park, Sunnyvale, CA, 10:00 am 

    Rhizome Sale    Aug 1  Yamagami’s Garden Center, Cupertino, CA 9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

    2026 Fall Regional   TBA  Chico, CA ‒ Hosted by Shasta and Leo T. Clark Iris Societies 

     

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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June Culture 

The weeding of irises, fertilizing and watering is now crucial. About eight weeks after bloom - we still have 

several varieties in bloom and it is the end of May; what a strange year!  All irises are growing the rhizomes 

and flowers for the next year’s blooming season, so fertilizing and watering are crucial. Please, use balanced 

fertilizer, 10-10-10- or 15-15-15, depending on your soil. With the moisture and heat spells, it is important to 

pay attention for bacterial soft rot, especially in the big 2-3-year-old clumps.  

 

Re-bloomers are the irises that bloom more than once a year; this means that they bloom outside regular 

blooming time. Every iris blooming from end of May to March next year is considered a re-bloomer. Public is 

really interested in them and it is good to know which iris to recommend to them. Not all of irises re-bloom all 

over USA, so it is good to have a notebook with the names and time of re-bloom in your garden and have the 

record for the local area. If you are interested in them, please join the Re-bloomers Iris Society and buy the 

Re-bloomers Recorder from the Store Front on AIS Website. My Hakuna Matata (AB OGB-) re-bloomed 

already twice in my garden this year.  

 

Drought is not a laughing matter, so water wisely. Set up a low-pressure sprinkler or drip irrigation system on a 

timer. The stuff can be bought in the hardware store and is easy (for some people, not for me) to assemble. 

Over time you will recoup the costs by watering more  

 

‒SRIS June Newsletter, Gardening Tips For June, Anna Cadd  

 



 

 

Region 14 Spring Regional Recap 

Another Spring Regional has come and gone for AIS Region 14, and what a wonderful event it was! 
Attendees enjoyed a memorable weekend filled with beautiful gardens, outstanding irises, education, and 
fellowship. 

Friday Afternoon and Evening 

The festivities began at the Silver Legacy Hotel, where registrar Michele Swarts welcomed attendees in the 
Silver Baron Ballroom. While the walk from the elevators to the ballroom was certainly memorable, it was well 
worth the journey! 

The first event was the Spring Show, “East Meets West.” Among the many outstanding entries, two notable 
winners were: 

• 'Cherished Memories', presented by Carolyn Honnette, which won Best Specimen of Show 
• 'Eldorado', presented by Jeff Bennett, which won Best Historic 

The regional officially kicked off with Friday night's meeting, giving  
attendees a chance to reconnect with old friends and meet fellow 
iris enthusiasts. 

Saturday Garden Tours 

Saturday featured visits to two beautiful gardens. 

Our group first toured the garden of Debra and Doug Peterson in Reno. Although the irises were slightly 
past peak bloom, there were still plenty of guest irises providing color throughout the garden. Debra 
graciously demonstrated how she creates her plant labels, adding an educational element to the visit. 

Lunch was served at the Duvall Garden in Carson City, where attendees enjoyed both delicious food and 
lovely iris displays. During lunch, Riley Probst conducted a Garden Judges Training session. Even those 
who had attended Riley's previous trainings found something new to learn. As Sergey Meinkov aptly 
observed, “A perfect blend of learning and inspiration.” 

After ballots were submitted, everyone returned to the hotel to prepare for the evening banquet. 

Saturday Evening Banquet 

The Silver Legacy presented a banquet menu that will be difficult to surpass. The variety and quality of the 
food received rave reviews from attendees. 

 

(continued next page) 
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(continued) 

Guest speaker Lori Rhodes shared the story of her recent relocation of  
Crafton Hills Iris Farm to Gardnerville, Nevada. Her presentation offered  
fascinating insights into the planning, planting, and decision-making process 
behind future iris introductions. 
 
The evening concluded with the Awards Presentation, the drawing of raffle  
baskets for many fortunate winners, and the closing of the silent auction. 

Sunday Garden Tours 

Although the banquet marked the end of the official evening activities, the  
regional was not quite over. Three more gardens awaited visitors on Sunday. 

Our group began with the garden of Dan Williams. The impressive retaining walls alone were enough to 
inspire admiration, and the amount of work required to construct them was remarkable. Of course, there were 
some beautiful irises to enjoy. 

Next was Susan Duncan's ‘Owl Roost’, a 2½-acre oasis carved from Nevada's rocky landscape. Around 
every corner, visitors discovered another delightful surprise. 

Our final stop was Allison's ‘Wonderland’, where the garden was in full bloom in front of a whimsically 
painted house. Charming signs, playful garden creatures, and even unexpected snow flurries added to the 
magic of the visit. Had it not begun to snow, many of us might have stayed there until dark. 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You 

A heartfelt thank you to the members of HDIS for organizing such a fun, educational, and enjoyable regional. 
Your hard work and hospitality made the weekend a tremendous success. 

‒Mikey Lango 

 

 

   

Lori Rhodes and Dan Williams 
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CBRIS Door Prizes Iris June 2026 
 
Bestie (Thomas Johnson ‘25)  SDB 13"  E-M S. light yellow; F. very light yellow ground, near clear patch below beard, dark 
purple hafts that narrow approaching distill end, gold edge; B. orange.  
 
Box Of Sunshine (Paul Black ‘25)  TB 35" L-VL bloom S. pale tan-gold, blending to wide mid tan-gold band; F. white, light grey 
texture veins, mid tan-gold hafts brushed amber, narrow blended tan-gold band; B. mid-gold. 
 
Celebrity Dream (Thomas Johnson ‘24)  TB 36" M-L S. white ground, washed pink with a deeper pink stitched band; F. white, 
with wide raspberry-to-purple dotted band across hafts and edge; B. burnt-tipped purple and then white. 
 
Cosmic Sensation (Richard Tasco ‘25)  AB (OGB+)  26"  S. lavender, veined darker; F. lavender, red wash from beard, 
diffused black signal; B. dark lavender. 
 
Edging Ahead (Thomas Johnson ‘24)  TB  36"  EM  S. light lavender to white, with slightly darker lavender stitching and dotting;  
F. white, with violet dotted edge, narrow violet stripe below beard; B. white base, purple and orange tips. 
 
Eternal Dawn (Thomas Johnson ‘25)  TB  39"  EM  S. rich pink, with wide cream band; F. light cream, with deep pink to orange 
hafts, slightly lighter blended band; B. orange throat to light lavender white end. 
 
Freefall (A. Mego ’25) TB 36” L  S. brilliant green-yellow; F. brilliant green-yellow w/deep ruby red veining to the light yellow rim 
at the edge; B. orange-yellow. 
 
Gypsy Prince (Melba Hamblen 1973)  TB 38"  E-L  S. greyed yellow with violet infusion deeper at base; F. near violet lighter 
toward edge, bordered medium brown with hafts same; B. orange beard tipped violet. HM’75 
 
High On Life (Paul Black ‘25)  TB 33"  M-L  S. dark lilac, blending to wide light silvery lilac margin; F. white ground, washed light 
pink, paler in center, mid pink texture veins; B. coral. 
 
Horned Flamingo (Lloyd Austin 1963)  TB  40"  horned  VE  S. arbutus pink;  F. true salmon pink; B. tangerine beards that end 
in salmon-bearded horn. 
 
Just Breathe (Mike Sutton ‘25)  TB  36"  M  S. white; F. white; B. white base w/palest yellow tips. 
 
Light Of My Life (R. Probst 25) IB S. red violet w/yellow band; style arms are medium yellow with a red violet splotch; F. Red 
violet with white veining running throughout and yellow band. B. orange, fading to white tip. 
 
Maid Of Gold (Paul Black ‘25)  MTB  23"  E-M  S. mid yellow; F. mid yellow; B. mid yellow. 
 
Middle Child (Mike Sutton ‘25)  IB  26"  E-M  S. deep purple; F. deep purple, red-violet shoulders, near black area around 
beard; B. white base, yellow tips. 
 
Never Ending Story (Thomas Johnson ‘25)  TB  37"  EM  S. very light yellow, slightly darker in center; F. deep magenta, with 
yellow flash around beard, yellow band; B. yellow. 
 
Pistols At Dawn (Lynda Miller ‘25)  TB  30" horned  L  S. golden yellow; F. red-black, gold veined shoulders; B. gold, red-black 
based horn, gold hairs appendages; slight purple based foliage. 
 
Rooted In Tradition (Mike Sutton ‘25)  TB  45"  M.  S. light yellow-pink; F. yellow-white, darker at edges; ruffled and serrated; 
B. light yellow-pink base w/tangerine pink tips. 
 
Sails At Sunset (James Cummins ‘23)  TB horned  42"  EM  S. pink; F. pale blue; B. orange throat, pale blue middle, pale blue 
end, pale blue flounce. 
 
Sodalicious (Thomas Johnson ‘25)  IB  26"  E-M  S. mustard yellow; F. deep maroon to black, with lighter band; B. orange. 
 
Sunken Treasure (Anton Mego ‘25)  TB  37"  M  S. vivid yellow; F. strong orange yellow blended strong red purple from beard 
to 3/4 down petal; B. orange. 
 
Uncle Tell (Eva Smith 1962) TB  38"  M  Violet-purple self w/blue- violet beard. 
 
Worlds Apart (Mike Sutton ‘24)  TB 36  M-L S. palest lavender sanded purple-grey w/1/2" green-yellow band at edge, faint rust 

wire rim; F. white ground, dark strong violet plicata markings in throat and at near solid edge; B. orange-yellow.  
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   Bestie SDB                        Box of Sunshine            Celebrity Dream             Edging Ahead 
 

                           
  Eternal Dawn                      Free Fall                               Gypsy Prince                 High on Life 
     

                   
Horned Flamingo       Just Breathe       Light of My Life IB         Maid of Gold           Middle Child IB 
 

                  
  Never Ending Story                Pistols at Dawn         Rooted in Tradition          Sails at Sunset 
 

                               
           Sodalicious IB             Sunken Treasure                 Uncle Tell                    World’s Apart 

CBRIS Door Prize Iris June 2026 
 


