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May 2026 

Vol. 68 Issue 9 

                                
Next Meeting  

May 1, 2026 

Willow Glen  Library  

1157 Minnesota Ave.  

San Jose, CA 951 25 

 

Doors open 7:00 PM  

Meeting 7:30 PM.  

 
Dues 

Sep 1, 2025- 

Aug 31, 20 26 

Adults - $15.00 

 

Carol Dahout  

CBRIS President  

Contact Information  

caroldahout@yahoo.com  

 
 

CBRIS  
www.cbris.org  

 
Region 14  

aisregion14.org  
 
 

American Iris Society  
www.irises.org  

 

 
  

May Program  

We are honored to have Bonnie Nichols, President of the  

American Iris Society as our speaker at the May 

meeting. She will present a program titled "Ladies in Iris: 

Women Hybridizers."  

A Texas native, Bonnie developed her passion for  

irises under her mother’s tutelage. In addition to  

                       her successful career as a banker, she has served the 

AIS in numerous roles, including past Treasurer, National Convention Chair, 

Judges Chair, and Handbook Revision Chair. The AIS awarded Bonnie the 

Distinguished Service Medal in 2021. 

Bonnie and her husband, Hooker, are well-known hybridizers who own and 

operate Hillcrest Iris and Daylily Gardens in Dallas, Texas. Additionally, Bonnie 

has a special interest in novelty irises and founded the Novelty Iris Society. 

 
Jane Jordan, CBRIS Vice-President                         ‒ Photos from iris wiki 

 

 

CBRIS May meeting to be held at Willow Glen  

Library ,1157 Minnesota Ave.,  San Jose  95125 

 

 

How many do you recognize? 

http://www.cbris.org/
https://aisregion14.org/
http://www.irises.org/


 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 2 of 22 CBRIS-May 2026 

 

              

 

 

 

  

  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  
    

 

 

 

 
Dahout Digs  
 
 May 2026 
 

                òIris Splendoró 

 
We had a wonderful show on April 19th at the Joan Pisani Center  

in Saratoga, and it was well attended by the public. In size, it was  

remarkably similar to our show last year. This year we had 145 entries, and last year we had 143 entries. We 

had 22 Artistic Designs this year and 20 last year. More members entered this year, including many of our newer 

members, which is great.  We even had a Youth entry in the Artistic Division – Camille.  Yay!  Maybe she will 

lead the way for more youth entries next year. 

 

It was heartening to see how well all our members worked together 

 and got everything done, smoothly and efficiently. Kudos also to our 

 famous CBRIS bakers!  I think everyone had a very fun time. I  

welcome all suggestions for improving our show for next year, which  

will be on April 11, 2027, if you would like to mark your calendars! 

 

We have to thank not only those who actively participated in the show, 

 but also our gardeners who keep ancient iris in cultivation, as well as  

the modern iterations, and happily share them with other grateful  

gardeners. We thank our hybridizers, past and present, who observe  

something in form or color that they see potential to improve.  By 

 having a show, we encourage new hybridizers and honor the memory  

of hybridizers who have passed. 

 

Enjoy this spring.  Enjoy your flowers.  They are all beautiful! 

 

Carol Dahout, CBRIS President 

 

 

‒ Carol Dahout, CBRIS President 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

___  

 

 

 

‒Photos by Steve Chen and Mikey Lango 
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Clara B Rees Financial Statement  
April  2026 

 
 
Beginning balance, April 1, 2026                                $19,489.40 
 
Revenue: Dues                                                                  105.00 
                 Potted Iris, farmers market                            1,402.16 
                 Sales tax collected                                              27.95 
                 Potted iris, late sales                                         218.18 
                 Sales tax collected                                              21.82 
                 Donation                                                                5.00 
 
 
Expenses: Square fees                                                       10.40 
                  Library rent, 2 meetings                                     80.00 
                  Cables                                                                22.95 
                  Postage                                                              10.05 
                  Judges for Show                                              300.00 
                  Replacement literature bin                                 16.50 
                  DPI                                                                   205.00 
                  Show expenses (lunch, engraving, etc.)          325.83 
 
Ending balance, April 30, 2026                                 $  20,398.78 
 
 

 
May Birthdays  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark Greene  

Chrys Huynh  

Fe Molyneux  

 Naomi Nakata  

Carol Dahout  
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_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

___  

Refreshments  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Carolyn Lee  

Richard Clarke  

Scott and Linda  

 
Reminder:  

Bring a mug and utensils 

We provide paper plates and napkins 

Due to the allergies of a member  
- no cut citrus  

 

 

 

 

 

Raffle Basket  

 

CBRIS members –  

We are in need of items for 

our gift basket for the Spring 

Regional. Some useful 

donations include potted 

plants, seed packets, etc. 

 

We have a nice growing rack, some good books, a 

garden journal, and a set of garden tools. 

Please bring items to Friday’s meeting. 
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Minutes for the CBRIS Meeting on April 3 , 2026 
 

 
Welcome:   President Carol Dahout called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm, welcoming all attendees and 
acknowledging the April birthdays of the following CBRISians: Jeanne Cosby, Jennifer Fernandez, Jean 
Hawkins, Sergey Melnikov and Katie Stofer 
 
No guests were in attendance, but new member Jeanne Cosby was in attendance.  It was her first CBRIS 
meeting as a member.  Welcome Jeanne! 
 
A Special Birthday to Celebrate: CBRIS member Rosemary Chivers recently turned 100 years old.  In honor 
of this important milestone, Carol called Rosemary to the podium and presented her with a decorated birthday 
cake.   
 
Treasurer's Report : Carol reported the CBRIS Treasury balance to be $19,469.40. 
 
2026 CBRIS Garden Tours Update:   Garden Tour Coordinator Naomi Nakata, announced the final schedule 
for the 2026 CBRIS garden tours.   
 

Å April 11:  Dry Creek Garden, 500 May Road in Union City will be open 10:00 am. – 1:00 pm. for touring.  
Jeff Bennett, Head Gardener at Dry Creek Garden and CBRIS member, will host this tour. 
 

Å April 24:  Steve and Lisa Chen's garden in Cupertino will be open 1:30 – 3:00 pm for touring. 
 

Å April 25: Jennifer Morris’ garden in San Jose will be open for touring 10:00 – 11:00 am and  
Chad Schroter's garden in San Jose will be open for touring 11:00 am – 12:00 pm. . 

 
The CBRIS Potted Iris Sale takes place Tomorrow, April 4, at the Saratoga Farmer's Market  
 
Program : Jane Jordan, CBRIS Vice President, gave an informative presentation on how to choose irises from 
one's garden and how to present them for competition in an iris show. This was a timely presentation indeed, 
given that the CBRIS Annual Iris Show is only two weeks away. 
  
Beginning with some basics as to what to look for in an iris that would make it show-worthy, Jane then went on 
to explain how to transport one's irises to the show using a bucket with either PVC pipes or chicken wire; how to 
fill out the required show entry card; and then, once at the show, how to stage one's iris in a tube such that it will 
conform to the presentation standards the show judges will be looking for. 
 
All in all, this was a valuable presentation both for those brand new to the world of iris showing and for those 
with more iris showing experience.   
 
Refreshment Gratitude and Refreshment Sign Ups Encouraged!   Thanks to Mikey Lango, Amy and Jean 
Hawkins, as also to several other CBRISians, who provided refreshments for tonight's meeting. 
 
Nancy Mirabella, CBRIS Refreshments Coordinator, asked members to please sign up now to provide 
refreshments for future meetings. The Refreshment Sign-Up Sheet is available at every CBRIS meeting. 
 
 
 
(continued next page) 

____________________________________________________________  
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(continued) 
 
Bonnie Nichols, AIS President, will be the Featured Speaker at our Meeting on May 1: Her 
presentation is titled “Women and Irises:  Women Hybridizers.”  No doubt, members of the Clara B. Rees 
Iris Society will find this presentation of special interest. 
 
Jo Chisholm's  Party for Irisarians on May 3:   All CBRISians are invited and should have received an 
emailed invitation. AIS President Bonnie Nichols will be there. 
 
Carol asked attendees how many plan to attend this party.     
 
Upcoming Events of Interest to CBRISians:  
 

¶ CBRIS Potted Iris Sale at the Saratoga Farmers' Market on Saturday, April 4 
 

¶ Santa Clara Master Gardeners' Spring Fair, featuring plants such as tomatoes, peppers and herbs, 
takes place in Martial Cottle Park, San Jose on Saturday, April 11. The event itself is free, but 
parking is $6.00/car. 

 

¶ The 2026 CBRIS Iris Show, entitled “Iris Splendor,” is on Sunday, April 19 at the Joan Pisani Center 
in Saratoga. 

 

¶ The 2026 Mount Diablo Iris Society's Iris Show takes place at the Alden Lane Nursery in Livermore 
on April 25 and 26. 

 

¶ The 2026 Monterey Bay Iris Society's Iris Show takes place at the London Nelson Community 
Center in Santa Cruz on April 25 and 26. 
 

¶ Region 14 Spring Regional Meeting takes place in Reno, NV on May 15-17 
 

¶ The 2028 AIS National Convention takes place in New Jersey and New York on May 18-23 
 
Door Prize Irises were awarded via the Wheel of Fortune app.   
 
Meeting Adjourned  around 9:30 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Linda Lomperis, CBRIS Secretary 
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2026 Dates to Remember  
     

CBRIS Meeting   May 1  Bonnie Nichols, AIS President 

2026 Spring Regional   May 15-16  Reno, Nevada; hosted by High Desert Iris Society  

2026 AIS National Convention  May 18-23  New Jersey and New York; four gardens: Brooklyn Botanical 
Gardens, Presby Memorial Iris Gardens,  
Rutgers Gardens, and Gary Slagle’s Garden  

    CBRIS Meeting   Jun 5  Show Awards 

    CBRIS Picnic   Jul 19  Summer Picnic, Ortega Park, Sunnyvale, CA 

    Rhizome Sale    Aug 1  Yamagami’s Garden Center, Cupertino, CA 9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

    2026 Fall Regional   TBA  Hosted by Shasta and Leo T. Clark Iris Societies 

     

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Culture  

A wonderful time of year for us Irisarians! Every day brings a new surprise in the garden. It’s been a crazy 

bloom season—some irises early, some late, and a few not at all. 

 

One of the most important tasks right now is making sure each blooming iris has the correct identity tag. We 

only get one chance at this, so stay vigilant. (Unless, of course, it’s a rebloomer—then you’ll get another 

opportunity). Be sure to cut spent stalks after your irises finish blooming, and keep snails at bay. Weeding can 

be tricky this time of year, as bloom stalks are fragile and break easily. 

 

If you have rebloomers, fertilize them after flowering. The beardless irises are coming on strong—I’m already 

seeing Spurias and Louisianas in bloom. Soon, the Japanese irises will make their appearance. 

What a year! 

 

Jo Chisholm and Lloyd Clark  
Lunch and Garden Party  

 
Our 3rd Annual Lunch & Garden Tour Sunday, May 3rd  11:00 am ‒ 4:00:00 pm 

Sponsored by Jo Chisholm & Lloyd Clark, in conjunction with the Monterey Bay Iris Society 

Address: 15750 Adams Ridge, Los Gatos (Santa Cruz Mountains) 

RSVP: Text Jo: 408-209-5708   Or email: jochisholm0700@gmail.com 

Come see hundreds of flowers in bloom. We will have a select variety of potted Iris for sale for $10. A list is 

available(many with photos) upon request. 

No charge to attend. 

 

Also, we have a very special surprise in store for all, so please plan on attending. RSVP's are truly appreciated so 

we do not run out of food!  15750 Adams Ridge, Los Gatos, CA  95033; Email: joChisholm0700@gmail.com 

 

Cheers, and Happy Springtime in the Santa Cruz Mountains.   ‒Jo Chisholm and Lloyd Clark  

mailto:joChisholm0700@gmail.com


 

Clara B. Rees Iris Society 2026 Spring Show  

 

Joan Pisani Community Center, Saratoga, CA 

April 19. 2026 

 

143 Entries 

87 Horticulture Entries 

21 Artistic Design Entries 

31 Single Blossom Entries 

4 Seedling Entries 

 

Best in Show and Best Tall Bearded - ‘Mythical’ exhibited by Jane Jordan 

Best Bearded other than Tall - ‘Sicilian Orange’ exhibited by Jane Jordan 

Best Historic - ‘Swedish Modern’ exhibited by Jeff Bennett 

Clara B. Rees Cup Best White Iris - ‘Skating Party’ exhibited by Alice Gary 

Best Spuria and Best Beardless - ‘Rodeo Blue’ exhibited by Jane Jordan 

Best Arilbred - ‘Shimmy Shake’ exhibited by Wayne Crabbs 

Best Seedling - ‘AK-UK-1’ Arilbred exhibited by Jeff Bennett 

Best Artistic Design - ‘Blinding Light’ designed by Charmaine Turbow 

Best Youth Design - ‘Va Va Voom’ designed by Camille  

 

Artistic Sweepstakes - Chrys Huynh, 2 Blue Ribbons 

 

Silver Medal - Jeff Bennet, 9 Blue Ribbons 

Bronze Medal - Jane Jordan, 7 Blue Ribbons 

Runners up 

Christy Tsai, 6 Blue Ribbons 

Wayne Crabbs, 5 Blue Ribbons 

 

 

‒Jane Jordan, CBRIS Vice-President 
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___  

 

 

People’s Choice Award  
‘Aubriana’ 

Exhibited by Tran Bui  

People’s Choice Award 
‘Poetry in Motion’ 

Designed by Chrys Huynh  
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‒Photos by Riley Probst and Mikey Lango 
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April 11, 2026  Dry Creek Pioneer Regional Park, Union City, CA  Host: Jeff Bennett  

 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________  
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‒Photos by Mikey Lango 
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‒Photos by Mikey Lango 
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‒Photos by Gwen Betts, Naomi Nakata, and Winnie Wang 
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‒ Photos by Gwen Betts and Winnie Wang 
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_____________________________________________________________________________  

CBRIS Potted Iris Sale  

We had an excellent sale on Saturday, April 4th, at the Saratoga Farmers Market. Thanks to everyone who 

came out to help and participate - Mary, Gwen, Naomi, Jenni, Christy, Steve, Chris, Mikey, Carolyn, 

Jean, Laraine! Great team!  After sales tax and Square fees, we made $1,466.16.  Well done! 

 

‒Carol Dahout, CBRIS President 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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CBRIS Door Prizes Iris May 2026 

Beautiful Mind (Thomas Johnson 25) TB 39" E-M  S. deep golden yellow at base, becoming lighter, changing to gold veins, 
finally cream edge; F. creamy white, w/light lavender band & flesh pink edge; B. yellow-orange. 
 
Boom Box  (Paul Black ‘25) TB 35"  M-L  S. mid light yellow;  F. dark black cherry, shading lighter toward streaked medium wide 
white band, narrow white center streak; B. mid light marigold-yellow. 
 
Caramel Craving (Thomas Johnson ‘25)  IB  23"  E-M  S. dark golden yellow, w/red-violet shaded wash in center, flecking 
towards edge;  F. dark gold, w/large black cherry central signal spot; B. tangerine base, deep red brown tips. 
 
Changing Times (Schreiner’s 1977)  TB  35"  M  S. cool white; F. velvety plum purple with rose cast; B. subdued lemon to 
white. 
 
Colorado Pinstripes (Robert Van Liere ‘25) TB 39" M-L  S. white; F. white, with blue-grey veining; B. orange w/grey tip. 
 
Della's Destiny (Jim Geditz ‘25) TB 37" M-L S. white, light gold at base; F. dark magenta, large blue-violet rim, outer orchid rim; 
B. orange in throat, yellow in middle, ends white. 
 
Essential (Anton Mego ‘25) TB 39" M S. white, w/vivid yellow 1/4" band at edge; F. violet blue, lighter around and below beard, 
strong purple wire rim at edge, brown-orange in throat; B. orange. 
 
Foreign Concept (Thomas Johnson ‘24) TB 35"  M-L  S. lavender blue, light red-violet wash in center; F. rich deep old rose; B. 
red. 
 
Gussie (Mrs. P. E. Corey 1953) TB 34" M.  Orchid self, light yellow on haft; B. golden yellow. 
 
Joint Session  (Keith Keppel 25) TB 38  L  S. creamy peach; F. foxglove to columbine blue, darkest toward midline and paling 
toward edge; B. rusty coral with columbine blue at base end.      
 
Lemon Blues (Thomas Johnson ‘25) SDB 13" E-M  S. butter yellow; F. yellow, with lighter area around beard; B. deep blue 
 
Looks Like Gold (Richard Tasco ‘25) AB (OGB -) 23"  M. S. yellow; F. gold, washed burgundy, w/diffused burgundy signal;  B. 
awaiting description from Rick 
 
Magic Stitch  (Thomas Johnson ‘25) TB  37” S. lemon-cream ground with lilac plicata dotting in center; F. creamy yellow to 
white, red-violet plicata band; B orange; Sweet fragrance. 
 

Melon Call Me Baby (Anton Mego ‘25) TB  36"  M  S. light orange-yellow, pink flush up midrib; F. white, veined yellow-orange, 
yellow-orange at edges, darker yellow-orange in throat; heavily ruffled; B. white base, pale yellow-orange tips. 
 
My Lighthouse  (Robert Van Liere ‘25) TB  37"  M  S. white, with gold pencil edge leaking down slightly into petal;  
F. white, with maroon veining extending out from beard, becoming solid toward edge; B. orange. 
 
Peacherino (John Dolman 1954) TB  35"  L  S. Peach; F. warm white, lightly edged peach, shoulders more heavily peach; B. 
peach-tangerine. 
 
Rest Of The Story (Thomas Johnson ‘24) TB  36"  E-M  S. deep lavender blue, touched pink at top; F. clean lavender white, 
precise pink band and hafts, lightly laced; B. white base, orange tips. 
 
Snow Goddess (Joseph Bechner 1952) TB 40" M  White self with blue flush. HM’56; AM’58. 
 
Sunday's Best Dress (Mike Sutton ‘25) TB 35"  M-L  S. light yellow-pink; F. light yellow-pink, lighter area below beard; heavily 
ruffled; B. tangerine pink. 
 
This Is Crazy (Thomas Johnson ’23) TB 36"  M-L  S. deep lemon yellow; F. rust to burgundy, white rayed pattern extending out 
from beard, wide lemon border that is etched by a thin red line; B. orange. 
 
We Are Magic  (Thomas Johnson ‘24) TB  37"  E-M  S, pink; F. violet, with lighter pink rays radiating out from around beard, light 
lavender pink band; B. coral pink. 

 

- 
 

________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

CBRIS Door Prize Iris  May 2026 
    

      

                            
    Beautiful Mind                        Boom Box                     Caramel Craving IB               Changing Times  
   

                                                 
   Colorado Pinstripes                 Della’s Destiny                       Essential                       Foreign Concept 
 

                                                        
       Gussie                Joint Session            Lemon Blues        Looks Like Gold          Magic Stitch  
             SDB                   AB 
 

                                                        
   Melon Call Me Baby                  My Lighthouse                        Peacherino                   Rest of the Story       

 

                                                
       Snow Goddess                 Sunday’s Best Dress                  This is Crazy                     We are Magic 
 

______________________________________________________________________  
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2026 SPRING REGIONAL MEETING 
 

AIS REGION 14 
 

REGISTRATION FORM 
 

May 15-17, 2026 at the Silver Legacy Hotel and Casino, Reno NV 
 

 
DEDICATED LINK FOR ONLINE ROOM RESERVATIONS FOR THIS EVENT 

 
https://book.passkey.com/go/SRAIS6 

 

 
(Cutoff date for special pricing on room reservations and reduced resort fee is April15, 2026.) 

 

 
Registration includes Friday Iris Show, entries accepted 3:30 pm-5:00 pm, and the general business meeting. 

 

Saturday includes a judges training, a box lunch, self-guided tour of two guest gardens, buffet banquet  

dinner followed by our guest speaker Hybridizer Lori Rhodes, silent auction, and live auction. 

 

Sunday: judges training, optional garden tours, and sightseeing 

 

 
Registrant 1 First name__________________________ Last name_________________________________ 

Registrant 2 First name__________________________ Last name_________________________________ 

Address_______________________________City____________________________ST________Zip_____ 

Phone_______________ Email (for confirmation) ______________________ Local Iris Society___________ 

 

Will you attend Judges Training? ____   Box Lunch:______ Vegetarian choice_______ GF choice_________ 

 

Registration fee if postmarked before April 15, 2026:  $125  Number of person/s______ Total $___________ 

Registration fee if postmarked after April15, 2026:      $140   Number of person/s______ Total $___________ 

 

Registration postmarked after May 1, 2026, will be accepted at the discretion of the Registrar. 

 

Please make check payable to High Isis Society (HDIS). Mail the check and your registration form 

To: HBIS c/o Michele Swarts, 300 Shady Valley Road, Sparks NV 89441 

https://book.passkey.com/go/SRAIS6

