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Next Meeting 

Jan 2, 2026 

West Valley Library 

1243 San Tomas Aquino Rd. 

San Jose, CA 95117 

Doors open 7:00 PM 

Meeting 7:30 PM. 

 
Dues 

Sep 1, 2024- 

Aug 31, 2025 

Adults - $15.00 

 
 

Carol Dahout  
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Contact Information 

caroldahout@yahoo.com 
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www.cbris.org 
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January Program 

Due to a sore throat, Jeff Bennett will be unable to speak at our January 

meeting. We wish Jeff a speedy recovery! 

In his place, Carol Dahout will present a program on Clara B. Rees, the 

remarkable woman for whom our club is named. Come along and see how much 

you know about her life and accomplishments. 

Clara B. Rees lived from 1879 to 1970. How many of us met her? Yes—some of 

our long-time members did! 

Test your knowledge: 

• Where was Clara born? 

• Where did Clara live while working as an iris hybridizer? 

• What was her most famous iris? 

• How many siblings did Clara have? 

Join us for an informative and nostalgic program you won’t want to miss. 

 

 

How 

 
Board Meeting  

West Valley Library 
6:30 PM - Friday, Jan 2, 2026  

All officers and directors are requested to attend. 

There will be a Board Meeting at the library before the CBRIS general meeting.  

Board members - Jane, Linda, Mary, Chrys, Sergey, Mikey, Lynn, Naomi and 

Gina - please let Carol know if you will be attending.  

 

http://www.cbris.org/
https://aisregion14.org/
http://www.irises.org/


 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 2 of 14 CBRIS-Jan 2026 

 

              

 

 

 

  

  

 
 
 
 
 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

  
    

   

Dahout Digs 
January 2026 

 

Hang on to your garden hats – it’s 2026! 

It is time for new resolutions, garden planning, show planning, and conventions to attend. Our spring show 

will be on Sunday, April 19th, this year. At our meeting, we need to come up with a name (theme), so please 

start thinking about that. 

 

The Region 14 Spring Regional will be May 15-17, 2026, hosted by High Desert Iris Society in Reno. There 

will be two guest iris gardens and judges’ training.  

 

A mere two days later, the AIS National Convention will take place in New Jersey and New York. There will 

be four gardens plus an optional fifth. If you haven’t been to a regional or national convention, this year would 

be a great time to start broadening your iris horizon. They are fun, informative, and I guarantee you will return 

home inspired. 

 

Thank you to Nancy Mirabella and Alice Gary, who organized our holiday party at Tomato Thyme. It takes 

many hours of planning and organization to have this event, and Nancy and Alice did a great job. 

 

For the most part, CBRIS had a very good 2025. We had a very successful show, ‘A Symphony of Iris’, we 

hosted the Region 14 Fall Regional in Los Altos. We shared our beautiful iris with the public and made some 

money in the process.  

 

Sadly, we lost our member, Linda Stremel in December. She died very suddenly 

and will be missed. 

 

I hope to see all of you at our kickoff meeting of the new year! 

 

‒ Carol Dahout, CBRIS President 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 3 of 14 

Clara B Rees Financial Statement 

December 2025 
 
Beginning balance, December 1, 2025                        $  22,754.39 
 
Revenue: replacement check for Fall Regional                      85.00 
                Christmas lunch payments                                 1340.00   
 
Expenses:  Christmas lunch                                              1,889.51 
 
Ending balance, December 31, 2025                          $  22,289.88 
 

 

 

 

January Birthdays 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Mikey Lango 

   Wayne Craft 

Mary Collins 

Grace Keng 
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Refreshments 

Looking for volunteers to bring refreshments.  I 

noticed that we had no sign-ups for this 

Friday's meeting.  

 

Please let me know if you can bring something 

to share. 

 

Reminder to bring your own mugs and utensils. 

 

‒ Nancy 

 

Culture 
 

For weather this year, we have had early 

rain, sun, and now rain again. Not much work 

can be done in the garden when it is very 

wet. If the ground dries out a bit, pull those 

weeds as they are quite happy this year. It is 

beneficial for the iris rhizomes to receive 

good air circulation. You can accomplish this 

easily by keeping weeds and fallen leaves 

away from the rhizomes. Pull off the old, 

dead fans. You may be seeing some 

rebloomers. If so, please send photos to 

Mikey for the newsletter. We all like to see 

which rebloomers bloom well in our area.  
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Judges’ Training Opportunity 
 

The Sydney B. Mitchell Iris Society will be hosting a two-hour online judges' training on awards and  

honors at 1:00 p.m. Pacific time on Saturday, January 24, 2026. The training will be given by AIS  

master judge Jean Richter. 

 

To register for the training, go to this web link:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/T17toT57R5qEeIc-63v3KA 

Once you register, you will be given the Zoom link for the training and a link to the test. 

 

Note: This is the Awards and Ballot judges training required for all Apprentice Judges. You do not have to 

be in the AIS training program to attend the event. 

 

‒ The American Iris Society, News & Notes December 23, 2025 

 

 
                                    Rebloomers 

‒photos by: Carol Dahout, Jane Jordan, and Mikey Lango 

https://xred9wkab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001v06bAglIlP9ZDtrR6tuipQiZ6hMLy7SkCf6SLkyLlQtBbPZLWdiE9gSgXlb2wtCFb9Yg9foq6qDwhBGJRNGkkzQCyCY_Y52EcAd1vVk7fRu2-ScRrN15oe0T42Zd9az_FgLDVtwcdJIY0RAAXIvrevjG4XYuiyZWEHww2Gq2RqXYCLzsd4BH59LW-mPG9p7vXv9VspmRHauZD1u2G_GHiQ==&c=RPQTxakv6V8pdDGY5W680rC5r0qOee_xYQ4mOf5z1hcrjpuIaEJDHQ==&ch=kAvZWfnqO3-JIGkdhAvFiJ8mPNnPrhTC5hmioznZTQzQihx5__wipw==


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________  

Dates to Remember 
 

CBRIS Meeting    Jan 2, 2026  Carol Dahout on Clara B Rees; Meet at West Valley  

Library 

CBRIS Spring Show   Apr 19, 2026   Joan Pisani Community Center, Saratoga, CA 95070 

2026 Spring Regional   May 15-16, 2026  Reno, Nevada; hosted by High Desert Iris Society  

2026 AIS National Convention  May 18-23, 2026  New Jersey and New York; 4 gardens: Brooklyn  
Botanical Gardens, Presby Memorial Iris Gardens,  
Rutgers Gardens, and Gary Slagle’s Garden –  
Phanaticville  

    2026 Fall Regional   TBA   Hosted by Shasta and Leo T. Clark Iris Societies 

    2027 Spring 14 Regional   May 7-9, 2027  Hosted by MBIS, Santa Cruz area gardens - Diane  
Sampson in Watsonville and Jo Chisholm in Los  
Gatos, Santa Cruz mountain area 

 

Electronic Popularity Poll 

The new AIS Popularity Poll is now open and will close on January 31, 2026. The poll is open to all classes of 

irises, bearded and beardless. AIS members and non-members may list up to 25 of their favorite irises in any class 

– bearded and beardless. 

If you do not have a computer, you may submit your votes to the RVP. Please restrict your votes to irises that you 

have seen growing well in your area 

Instead of providing you a list of irises (as in the Tall Bearded Symposium, which this is replacing), you will be able 

to type in the names of your favorite irises on an online form and submit it electronically. You will be asked to give 

the state where you garden, the name of the iris (up to 25 different cultivars) and the class of each iris you named.  

 

1. Click this online form link or use the QR code to reach it. 

2. Enter an email address and the respondent's name. 

3. Select the appropriate state, province, or territory. 

4. Select the appropriate AIS region (if known) 

5. For each of the 25 favorite irises, type its name and classification (if known).  

6. There will be dropdowns to help select a state, AIS Region and iris type. 

 

We are looking forward to your votes.   
 
‒The American Iris Society; News & Notes; October 31, 2025  
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https://xred9wkab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y76_KotjWn9KmmHx6FsIzLqCDF5Wz0s0umewQ9i3glvtXJ4Ywl-TZKg96UmUdG251GocVdy8jr-3U3DntNClpmXhGFBi9ltFhhnoDZUDbQrrycqxM09jeRtReadCOVodvoYhZEdeVBRJKO3JS17--66GWlffhiuNZWhCtl_ZlcXLFt4VnnhhLd2GjmaQWhG1ZCDw8tvLsjmyxZCeTjHqq5wSbAtNxi4YeBBTEdSGTb7CaTNS_1P3zJK5_MZhDClQVHkblAKlHl1FzWNGYPbBR33L5dggpVes&c=wa9rD7NfLidFeEpBzc9aUKUdGWiz8fG97MZAYVCylYFMsgZatSz8Gw==&ch=fhudu6OnB6eWIbRDWvurS4jOyF-U2Bc9hRwcWv6RV7crrSj9xVeTlw==
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Minutes for the CBRIS Meeting/Holiday Party on December 6, 2025 

 

Welcome to the CBRIS Holiday Party and 'Secret Santa' Gift Exchange:   

CBRIS members, some of whom were accompanied by family and friends,  

gathered at 12:30 pm on December 6, 2025, for the Holiday Party luncheon  

at Tomato Thyme in San Jose. President Carol Dahout welcomed all  

attendees and acknowledged the December birthdays of the following  

CBRISians:  Jessica Vanden Buekel, Ha Phan, Nancy Mirabella, Amy  

Hawkins, Preeti Sharan, Marilyn Lang and Stephanie Changaris. 

 

Holiday Hijinks:  Before the luncheon was served, Carol passed out a set of 21 iris pictures to each attendee 

and in the spirit of play, challenged everyone to identify each one. This task was equal parts frustrating and fun.   

Though no one appeared to have correctly identified all 21 irises, everyone seemed to enjoy the opportunity to 

exercise their “iris identification muscle” and revel in their successful identifications. 

 

All in all, this game served as an excellent ice breaker, allowing people to engage with others at their table and 

work together identifying irises. Toward the end of the luncheon, Carol announced the names of all 21 irises and 

promised to email the correct answers to all CBRISians at a later time. 

 

The spirit of fun and playful competition continued later on in the 'Secret Santa” Gift Exchange which took place 

after the luncheon was complete. 

 

A quick reminder of how the “Secret Santa' Gift Exchange game was played. Attendees each received a 

number from a sign-up sheet they signed when they arrived. These numbers were then scrambled and chosen 

one by one to determine when each attendee would either choose a gift from the pile at the front of the room or 

steal a gift that someone else had already chosen. Any one gift can only be stolen at most two times, after 

which the gift became 'frozen' and permanently belonged to the second owner. 

 

This Gift Exchange game lasted roughly an hour and was punctuated by the usual highs and lows involved in 

the ambivalent activity of stealing from one's friends so as to acquire a gift for oneself. 

 

All in all, the Gift Exchange took place in a spirit of generosity and good cheer—all the more so because when 

all was said and done, everyone left this Holiday Party with one more excellent Christmas gift more than they 

had when they arrived. 

          Respectfully submitted, 
The Holiday Party drew to a close around 3:30 pm.     Linda Lomperis, CBRIS Secretary 
 

 

 



 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 
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‒ photos by Carol Dahout and Mikey Lango 



 

Minutes for the CBRIS Meeting on November 7, 2025 
 
 

Welcome:  President Carol Dahout called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm, welcoming all attendees. No guests or 
new members were in attendance. 
 
Here are the CBRISians with November birthdays:  Susan Bunker, Frances Chien, Lulu Kwok, Kenneth Reiter, 
Christy Tsai and Winnie Wang. 
 
Carol made the following announcements: 
  

• The new CBRIS 2025-2026 Membership Roster was emailed to all members last week. 

• Carol still has two 2026 American Iris Society (AIS) Calendars left. Each costs $5.00. 

• Carol also has two CBRIS canvas bags left.  Each costs $15.00. 
 
CBRIS Treasury: Carol reported that the current balance is $22,421.94. 
 
Program: This evening's program was a group event aptly characterized as “You have iris questions; we have 
answers!” 
 
A panel of CBRIS' s own resident experts—Mary Collins, Master Gardener with the UC Master Gardeners of 
Santa Clara County; Riley Probst, award-winning hybridizer, rebloomer expert, and owner of Fleur de Lis Iris 
Garden in Modesto; and Jeff Bennett, experienced iris hybridizer and Head Gardener at Union City's Dry Creek 
Garden—shared their wisdom by fielding any and all questions from attendees about iris growing.   
 
The topics covered were wide ranging:  ways to handle, where to store and when and where to plant iris seeds; 
the proper way to record a hybridization; climate and temperature considerations in iris growing; favorite potting 
soils; planting techniques; best markers to use in labelling irises; watering and composting/fertilizing 
considerations; and thoughts on the value of planting very small rhizomes. 
 
Thanks very much to Mary, Riley and Jeff for their insights and a lively and informative discussion. (If CBRISians 
would like a more detailed account of the specific advice that was given, I would be happy to write up the notes I 
took as a separate document.) 
 
Refreshment Gratitude:  Thanks to Jane Kwant, Alice Gary and Nancy Mirabella for providing refreshments. 
 
CBRIS Members Dressed as their Favorite Iris!  In the tradition of Halloween, twelve CBRISians donned 
costumes for this November meeting, aiming either to look like a particular iris or to suggest through costume + 
props the name of a favorite iris. A game then ensued: each costumed person stood before the attendees, who 
then tried to guess the name of the iris represented.   
 
Here are the costumed CBRISians and the irises they represented: 
 
  Gwen Betts:   Candy Rock     
  Carol Dahout:     Candy Apple Classic 
  Jennifer Fernades:    Navy Blue 
  Jane Jordan:   Royality Remembered 
  Grace Keng:      Pumpkin Spice 
  Jane Kwant:     Angelic Choir 
  Mikey Lango:   Royston Rubies 
  Linda Lomperis:      Flashing Koi 
  Nancy Mirabella:     Out of This World 
  Sergey Melnikov:    Sierra Blue 
  Chad Schroter:  Iris confusa 
  Jody Sorenson:   Dutch ris 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All those participating in this costume event were given by Carol lovely CBRIS keychains. Thank you, Carol, 
for your thoughtfulness! 
 
To anyone whose name + iris representation I have left out of this list, please accept my sincere apology.  
Kindly let me know who you are at our next meeting so I can include corrections in future Minutes. 

 
The Holiday Party is coming on December 6, 2025!  Thanks to the efforts of Holiday Party coordinators 
Nancy Mirabella and Alice Gary, the CBRIS Holiday Party and White Elephant' Gift Exchange will once again 
take place at Tomato Thyme, 1560 Hamilton Ave. San Jose, CA 95125. The event starts at 12.30 pm, and 
members are asked to bring a wrapped gift for the Gift Exchange Game, if they choose to participate. 
 
 
Importantly, Nancy told members who wish to attend to get their checks to her by November 17, 2025. 
 
Further Announcements and Reminders: 
 

• Jeff Bennett announced that Kevin Vaughn, the speaker at the 2025 CBRIS-sponsored Fall Regional 
Meeting, has just received the AIS Hybridizer Award. 

 

• Riley Probst reminds CBRISians to participate in the AIS's Electronic Iris Popularity Poll, which 
opened on November 1, 2025 and closes on January 31, 2026.   

 
The AIS's Iris Popularity Poll replaces the AIS's previous poll known as the Tall Bearded Symposium.  
Anyone can participate in this new poll simply by going to https://wiki.irises.org/Main/InfoPopularityPolls on 
the AIS website and pressing the link entitled “Online Voting Form.” 
Each voter can name up to 25 irises and can now also cast their votes for any and all types of irises, no 
longer being restricted to voting only for Tall Bearded irises. 
 
The main point of this poll is to tell the AIS which irises appeal to people in all the various regions of the USA, 
which is why voters are encouraged to base their votes on irises they have actually seen growing and 
thriving in their local area. So, vote and let the AIS know what you consider to be the best cultivars in our 
area. 
 
Those who do not wish to vote electronically can still vote by writing down on a piece of paper iris names and 
iris types (e.g., Arilbred, MTB, TB, Louisiana, etc.) and then send that off to the Region 14 Regional Vice 
President, Dan Williamson, whose contact information is on the Region 14 website. 
 
Door Prize Irises were awarded via the Wheel of Fortune app.   
 
 
Meeting Adjourned around 9:30 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Linda Lomperis, CBRIS Secretary 
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https://wiki.irises.org/Main/InfoPopularityPolls


 

 

CBRIS Door Prizes Iris January 2026 
 
Beautiful Mind (Thomas Johnson 25) TB 39" E-M  S. deep golden yellow at base, becoming lighter, changing to gold 
veins, finally cream edge; F. creamy white, w/light lavender band & flesh pink edge; B. yellow-orange. 
 
Boom Box (Paul Black ‘25) TB 35"  M-L  S. mid light yellow;  F. dark black cherry, shading lighter toward streaked medium 
wide white band, narrow white center streak; B. mid light marigold-yellow. 
 
Caramel Craving (Thomas Johnson ‘25)  IB  23"  E-M  S. dark golden yellow, w/red-violet shaded wash in center, flecking 
towards edge;  F. dark gold, w/large black cherry central signal spot; B. tangerine base, deep red brown tips. 
 
Changing Times (Schreiner’s 1977)  TB  35"  M  S. cool white; F. velvety plum purple with rose cast; B. subdued lemon to 
white. 
 
Colorado Pinstripes (Robert Van Liere ‘25) TB 39" M-L  S. white; F. white, with blue-grey veining; B. orange w/grey tip. 
 
Della's Destiny (Jim Geditz ‘25) TB 37" M-L S. white, light gold at base; F. dark magenta, large blue-violet rim, outer orchid 
rim; B. orange in throat, yellow in middle, ends white. 
 
Essential (Anton Mego ‘25) TB 39" M S. white, w/vivid yellow 1/4" band at edge; F. violet blue, lighter around and below 
beard, strong purple wire rim at edge, brown-orange in throat; B. orange. 
 
Foreign Concept (Thomas Johnson ‘24) TB 35"  M-L  S. lavender blue, light red-violet wash in center; F. rich deep old 
rose; B. red. 
 
Gussie (Mrs. P. E. Corey 1953) TB 34" M.  Orchid self, light yellow on haft; B. golden yellow. 
 
Joint Session (Keith Keppel 25) TB 38  L  S. creamy peach; F. foxglove to columbine blue, darkest toward midline and 
paling toward edge; B. rusty coral with columbine blue at base end.      
 
Lemon Blues (Thomas Johnson ‘25) SDB 13" E-M  S. butter yellow; F. yellow, with lighter area around beard; B. deep blue 
 
Looks Like Gold (Richard Tasco ‘25) AB (OGB-) 23"  M. S. yellow; F. gold, washed burgundy, w/diffused burgundy signal;  
B. awaiting description from Rick 
 
Magic Stitch (Thomas Johnson ‘25) TB  37” S. lemon-cream ground with lilac plicata dotting in center; F. creamy yellow to 
white, red-violet plicata band; B orange; Sweet fragrance. 
 

Melon Call Me Baby (Anton Mego ‘25) TB  36"  M  S. light orange-yellow, pink flush up midrib; F. white, veined yellow-
orange, yellow-orange at edges, darker yellow-orange in throat; heavily ruffled; B. white base, pale yellow-orange tips. 
 
My Lighthouse (Robert Van Liere ‘25) TB  37"  M  S. white, with gold pencil edge leaking down slightly into petal;  
F. white, with maroon veining extending out from beard, becoming solid toward edge; B. orange. 
 
Peacherino (John Dolman 1954) TB  35"  L  S. Peach; F. warm white, lightly edged peach, shoulders more heavily peach; 
B. peach-tangerine. 
 
Rest Of The Story (Thomas Johnson ‘24) TB  36"  E-M  S. deep lavender blue, touched pink at top; F. clean lavender 
white, precise pink band and hafts, lightly laced; B. white base, orange tips. 
 
Rustic Edge (Mike Sutton ‘25) IB  25"  E-M  S. moderate orange-yellow w/a strong purple flush up midrib; F. vivid red-
orange, moderate orange-yellow at edge; B. white base, strong orange tips. 
 
Snow Goddess (Joseph Bechner 1952) TB 40" M  White self with blue flush. HM’56; AM’58. 
 
Sunday's Best Dress (Mike Sutton ‘25) TB 35"  M-L  S. light yellow-pink; F. light yellow-pink, lighter area below beard; 
heavily ruffled; B. tangerine pink. 
 
This Is Crazy (Thomas Johnson ’23) TB 36"  M-L  S. deep lemon yellow; F. rust to burgundy, white rayed pattern extending 
out from beard, wide lemon border that is etched by a thin red line; B. orange. 
 
We Are Magic (Thomas Johnson ‘24) TB  37"  E-M  S, pink; F. violet, with lighter pink rays radiating out from around beard, 
light lavender pink band; B. coral pink. 
 
 

 



 

CBRIS Door Prize Iris January 2026 

                      
    Beautiful Mind                   Boom Box                     Caramel Craving IB        Changing Times 
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    Snow Goddess       Sunday’s Best Dress              This Is Crazy                        We Are Magic 
 

CBRIS-Jan 2026 

 

Page 12 of 14 

 



 

 

Page 13 of 14 

 
CBRIS-Jan 2026 

 



 

 

 

 

 
   

 

 

Page 14 of 14 

 
CBRIS-Jan 2026 

____________________________________________________________________________  

2026 SPRING REGIONAL MEETING 
 

AIS REGION 14 
 

REGISTRATION FORM 
 

May 15-17, 2026 at the Silver Legacy Hotel and Casino, Reno NV 
 

 
DEDICATED LINK FOR ONLINE ROOM RESERVATIONS FOR THIS EVENT 

 
https://book.passkey.com/go/SRAIS6 

 

 
(Cutoff date for special pricing on room reservations and reduced resort fee is April15, 2026.) 

 

 
Registration includes Friday Iris Show, entries accepted 3:30 pm-5:00 pm, and the general business meeting. 

 

Saturday includes a judges training, a box lunch, self-guided tour of two guest gardens, buffet banquet  

dinner followed by our guest speaker Hybridizer Lori Rhodes, silent auction, and live auction. 

 

Sunday: judges training, optional garden tours, and sightseeing 

 

 
Registrant 1 First name__________________________ Last name_________________________________ 

Registrant 2 First name__________________________ Last name_________________________________ 

Address_______________________________City____________________________ST________Zip_____ 

Phone_______________ Email (for confirmation) ______________________ Local Iris Society___________ 

 

Will you attend Judges Training? ____   Box Lunch:______ Vegetarian choice_______ GF choice_________ 

 

Registration fee if postmarked before April 15, 2026:  $125  Number of person/s______ Total $___________ 

Registration fee if postmarked after April15, 2026:      $140   Number of person/s______ Total $___________ 

 

Registration postmarked after May 1, 2026, will be accepted at the discretion of the Registrar. 

 

Please make check payable to High Isis Society (HDIS). Mail the check and your registration form 

To: HBIS c/o Michele Swarts, 300 Shady Valley Road, Sparks NV 89441 

https://book.passkey.com/go/SRAIS6

