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Next Gathering 

Dec 6, 2025 

Tomato Thyme 

1560 Hamilton Ave. 

San Jose, CA 95125 

 12:30 PM 

 
Dues 

Sep 1, 2024- 

Aug 31, 2025 

Adults - $15.00 

 
 

Carol Dahout  

CBRIS President 

Contact Information 

caroldahout@yahoo.com 

 
 

CBRIS  
www.cbris.org 

 
Region 14  

aisregion14.org 
 
 

American Iris Society 
www.irises.org 

 

 
 

 

Christmas Party & Gift Exchange 

It is that time of year once again… 

 

Yes, CBRIS’ annual Christmas party. As of last year, we switched to a luncheon 

instead of a dinner. Reservations were required and are now full. 

 

Saturday, December 6th at 12:30 P.M. 

 

Tomato Thyme 1560 Hamilton Ave., San Jose, CA 95125, corner of Meridian 

and Hamilton  

 

Please bring a wrapped gift if you want to participate in the gift exchange. It is 

run like a White Elephant Party; however, no white elephants for us!  Bring 

something that you would be pleased to take home. Garden and iris-related 

items are quite popular. 

 

We are also collecting food or checks for Second Harvest Food Bank. Let’s fill up 

the basket. 

 

I 

 

 

AIS Membership Drive for 2025 

If you are not an AIS member or your membership has lapsed for more than a 

year, you can join AIS with a full membership for $10 for one year. This includes 

a subscription to the AIS Bulletin, IRISES - a quarterly publication, a basic iris 

culture booklet, and access to the AIS online database. You may send a check 

to AIS Membership Secretary, 1226 High Street, Alameda, CA 94501 Include 

name, address, phone, and email. For youth members only, include the year of 

birth. For more information, go to https://www.irises.org/aismembers/. 

Good only March 1 to Dec 31, 2025  

http://www.cbris.org/
https://aisregion14.org/
http://www.irises.org/
https://www.irises.org/aismembers/
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Linda Stremel Passing 

 

It’s with a sad heart that I inform you of the death of Linda Stremel. She 

died November 11th in her home. Linda’s life was full of exploration, 

digging, and growth. 

 

She was a woman that loved growth in many forms. She loved  

visiting far-off exotic places and their gardens. Linda also built a  

growing garden at her home that she was proud of and enjoyed  

working in it. She enjoyed her time in the Clara B Reese Iris Society, Monterey Bay Iris Society and the 

Western Horticultural Society. It truly led to her personal growth, both root and flowers.   

 

Survived by her two sons, James and Jed, who both miss her greatly. She also left behind two grandkids 

who miss her over this holiday season and forward. Linda’s memory will live on through her family, whose 

lives have been enriched through her love.  

 

We will be holding a memorial for her on Sunday, the  

7th of December at 3:00 P.M. at the Darling Fischer  

Campbell Memorial Chapel. Please contact me at  

jamescstremel@gmail.com if you wish to participate. 

 

 

- James Stremel, Loving Son 

  

  
 

 

 

Culture 

Sorry to say that our early rain and now the sun have made for good weed growth.  Hopefully, you are 

weeding and applying pre-emergent before the next rain begins. Those weed seeds love a bit of moisture 

and sun to sprout. The pre-emergent makes it easier to keep everything under control. 

 

Keep your iris bed cleaned by removing dead leaves and weeds. The irises do need air circulation. 

 

If you have any iris seeds or are into Dutch iris, now is the time to plant them. They do need a bit of cold 

weather to stratify before sending up shoots. 

 

mailto:jamescstremel@gmail.com
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Clara B Rees Financial Statement 

   November 2025 

 
Beginning balance, November 1, 2025                    $22,401.94          
           
Revenue: Returned deposit from Fall Regional                  566.00 
 
Expenses:  Library meeting fee                                            40.00 
                   Regional expenses                                          173.55 
 
Ending balance, November 30, 2025                        $22,754.39       
 

              
 
 

Dahout’s Digs 

December 2025 

 

Happy Holidays!!! Merry Christmas!!! 

 
I hope everyone has a wonderful, healthy holiday with good cheer, good beer, and cookies! I am looking forward 

to seeing everyone at our holiday lunch on Saturday, and if not there, then at our first meeting of the new year 

on January 2, 2026, at the West Valley Library. 

 

We will begin planning for our Spring Show (as yet to be named!) on April 19th at the Joan Pisani Center. As 

show chair, I have an exciting new horticulture category and award. It will be named after our founder, Clara B 

Rees, hybridizer of the famous ‘Snow Flurry’ and it will be for the Best White Self. 

 

I feel there’s something very special about white iris. Colorful iris can be showy and full of beauty, yet there’s 

something quietly majestic about the beauty of a pure white bloom. 

 

Lots to do and lots to look forward to.  Stay safe and hug your loved ones. 

 

‒ Carol Dahout, CBRIS President 

 

 

December Birthdays 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jessica Vanden Beukel  

Ha Phan  

Nancy Mirabella  

Amy Hawkins  

Preeti Sharan  

Marilyn Lang  

Stephanie Changaris  

 

CBRIS-Dec 2025 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________  

 

CBRIS-Dec 2025 

 

Page 4 of 8 

 

 

‒ Photos by: Carl Boro, Jane Jordan, Mikey Lango and Riley Probst 
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Dates to Remember 
 

CBRIS Holiday Lunch  Dec 6, 2025  12:30 PM at Tomato Thyme, 1560 Hamilton Ave.,  
        San Jose, CA 95125  

CBRIS Meeting    Jan 2, 2025  TBA; Meet at West Valley Library 

CBRIS Spring Show   Apr 19, 2026   Joan Pisani Community Center, Saratoga, CA 95070 

2026 Spring Regional   May 15-16, 2026  Reno, Nevada; hosted by High Desert Iris Society  

2026 AIS National Convention  May 18-23, 2026  New Jersey and New York; 4 gardens: Brooklyn  
Botanical Gardens, Presby Memorial Iris Gardens,  
Rutgers Gardens, and Gary Slagle’s Garden –  
Phanaticville  

    2026 Fall Regional   TBA   Hosted by Shasta and Leo T. Clark Iris Societies 

    2027 Spring 14 Regional   May 7-9, 2027  Hosted by MBIS, Santa Cruz area gardens - Diane  
Sampson in Watsonville and Jo Chisholm in Los  
Gatos, Santa Cruz mountain area 

 

Electronic Popularity Poll 

The new AIS Popularity Poll is now open and will close on January 31, 2026. The poll is open to all classes of 

irises, bearded and beardless. AIS members and non-members may list up to 25 of their favorite irises in any class 

– bearded and beardless. 

If you do not have a computer, you may submit your votes to the RVP. Please restrict your votes to irises that you 

have seen growing well in your area 

Instead of providing you a list of irises (as in the Tall Bearded Symposium, which this is replacing), you will be able 

to type in the names of your favorite irises on an online form and submit it electronically. You will be asked to give 

the state where you garden, the name of the iris (up to 25 different cultivars) and the class of each iris you named.  

 

1. Click this online form link or use the QR code to reach it. 

2. Enter an email address and the respondent's name. 

3. Select the appropriate state, province, or territory. 

4. Select the appropriate AIS region (if known) 

5. For each of the 25 favorite irises, type its name and classification (if known).  

6. There will be dropdowns to help select a state, AIS Region and iris type. 

 

We are looking forward to your votes.   
 
‒The American Iris Society; News & Notes; October 31, 2025  
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https://xred9wkab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y76_KotjWn9KmmHx6FsIzLqCDF5Wz0s0umewQ9i3glvtXJ4Ywl-TZKg96UmUdG251GocVdy8jr-3U3DntNClpmXhGFBi9ltFhhnoDZUDbQrrycqxM09jeRtReadCOVodvoYhZEdeVBRJKO3JS17--66GWlffhiuNZWhCtl_ZlcXLFt4VnnhhLd2GjmaQWhG1ZCDw8tvLsjmyxZCeTjHqq5wSbAtNxi4YeBBTEdSGTb7CaTNS_1P3zJK5_MZhDClQVHkblAKlHl1FzWNGYPbBR33L5dggpVes&c=wa9rD7NfLidFeEpBzc9aUKUdGWiz8fG97MZAYVCylYFMsgZatSz8Gw==&ch=fhudu6OnB6eWIbRDWvurS4jOyF-U2Bc9hRwcWv6RV7crrSj9xVeTlw==
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‒ Photos by Carl Boro 
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Support Second Harvest Food Bank 

Your Contribution Can Make a Difference 

Families in our community are struggling to make ends meet, especially at this time of year. We are having 

our own drive to support the Second Harvest Food Bank. At the holiday party, we will collect food 

donations and/or checks/cash made out to Second Harvest Food Bank. 

 

The food items they need are: 

• Canned tuna, chicken or salmon 

• Peanut butter 

• Meals in a can (soup, stew, chili) 

• Low-sodium canned vegetables 

• Canned fruit in its own juice or water 

• Olive or canola oil 

• Spices (cinnamon, chili powder, cumin, salt-free spice blends) 

• Canned foods with pop-top lids 

• Low-sugar whole grain cereals 

• Healthy snacks (granola bars, nuts, dried fruit) 

• Rice and dry beans 

No expired items, please. 

Thank you for your support!     ‒ Carol Dahout, CBRIS President    

 

 


