
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nov 2025 

Vol. 68 Issue 3 

                                
Next Meeting 

Nov 7, 2025 

Willow Glen Library 

1157 Minnesota Ave. 

San Jose, CA 95125 

 

Doors open 7:00 PM 

Meeting 7:30 PM 

 
Dues 

 
Sep 1, 2024- 
Aug 31, 2025 

 
Adults - $15.00 

 
 

Carol Dahout  

CBRIS President 

Contact Information 

caroldahout@yahoo.com 

 
 

CBRIS  
www.cbris.org 

 
Region 14  

aisregion14.org 
 
 

American Iris Society 
www.irises.org 

 

 
 

CBRIS’ November Program 

 
Iris growers, novice and experienced, always have questions such as “Why 

aren’t my irises blooming?” or “What do I do about rot on the rhizome?” or “What 

are those bugs on the leaves?” 

 

Get answers to these questions and more from a panel of our more experienced 

members. Meet our panel. 

 

Riley Probst is an award-winning hybridizer.  

Jeff Bennett is the gardener at the Dry Creek Garden and has started his own 

hybridizing program.  

Mary Collins is a Master Gardener with the UC Master Gardeners of Santa Clara 

County. 

 

Bring all your own questions to the November meeting for our panel. They will 

share their expertise with us. 

 

Remember to dress as an Iris for Halloween! 

 

‒Jane Jordan, CBRIS Vice-President 

 
 

The CBRIS November meeting will be held at the 

Willow Glen Library 

1157 Minnesota Ave. 

San Jose, CA 95125 

 

Come dressed as an iris! 

http://www.cbris.org/
https://aisregion14.org/
http://www.irises.org/
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Clara B Rees Financial Statement 

   October 2025 

 
Beginning balance, October 1, 2025                        $19,954.57               
                     
Revenue:  Dues                                                                    30.00 
                 Picnic auction                                                       38.00 
                 Regional registrations (less bounced check)    4115.00 
                 Regional iris auction                                            343.00 
 
Expenses: Stamps                                                                 77.75 
                  Speaker fee, regional                                         300.00 
                  Regional lunch and other expenses                 1660.88 
                  Library fee for October meeting                            40.00 
 
Ending balance, October 31, 2025                              $ 22,401.94 
 

              

 

 

 

  

  

 
 
 
 
 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

  
    

Refreshments 

 

Jane Kwant 

Alice Gary 

Nancy Mirabella 

 

Reminder 

Please bring your own cup or 

mug 

 

Christmas Party & Gift Exchange 

RSVPs, meal selections, and payments are due.   

Date: December 6th.  Time: 12:30 

Place: Tomato Thyme 1560 Hamilton Ave., San Jose CA 95125, corner of Meridian and Hamilton, 

Price: Members $35 Nonmembers $40 

Please bring check or cash to Nov 7th meeting, checks payable to CBRIS 

Please select one salad and one entree: 

Salad: 

Choice of house salad with creamy Balsamic dressing or a classic Caesar  

Entrees: 

Choice of Capellini Pomodoro, Chicken Marsala, Grilled Salmon, Meat Lasagna or Fettuccine Alfredo 

Dessert - Tiramisu 

Non-alcoholic Beverages - Water, sodas, tea or coffee 

Wrapped Gift Exchange - Not a White Elephant; Bring something that you would be pleased to take  

 home - garden and iris related items are popular 

For descriptions of menu see link here:  https://www.tomato-thyme.com 

 

https://www.tomato-thyme.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 3 of 14 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

   

  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dahout’s Digs 

November 2025 

 
I hope you are all adjusting to the time change; however, please go back a few days to Halloween and come 

dressed as your favorite iris to the November meeting.  Be creative! You can literally morph into an actual iris or 

you can stretch artistic license to the limit and keep members guessing as to which iris you are. If you have a 

printer, please print out a picture of the iris you are representing. 

 

Our holiday party lunch is on December 6th at Tomato Thyme, 1560 Hamilton Ave, San Jose, at 12:30 PM. 

Nancy Mirabella and Alice Gary will be collecting checks or cash at the meeting and please indicate your menu 

selection. The cost is $35 for members and $40 for guests.  Please bring a wrapped gift for our Secret Santa gift 

exchange. Thank you, Nancy and Alice, for organizing this fun event. We all enjoyed the location and food at 

last year’s party. Steven and I have been back to Tomato Thyme several times since then for dinner, and I know 

others have as well. 

 

Don’t forget to vote the Region 14 2025 Symposium iris popularity contest. Riley would like to receive your ballot 

by December 1st. You may vote for up to 25 of your favorite irises by marking the ballot and emailing it to Riley, 

or send him the numbers of your choices. (Editor’s note: The Symposium list was sent out to all club members 

last Sunday).  

 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

  

Carol Dahout, CBRIS President 
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Rebloomers! 

 
Left is ‘Lovely Fran’ by John 

Weiler, 1999 growing in 

Jane Jordan’s garden 

 

 

Right is ‘Raspberry Frost’ 

by George Sutton, 2001 

growing in Jane Kwant’s 

garden. 
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November 
Birthdays 

 
Christy Tsai 

Susan Bunker 
Lulu Kwok 

Winnie Wang 
Francis Chien 

Ken Reiter 

 

 
 

Pacific Coast Iris Culture 
 
Soil: Loose well-drained, acidic soil. Add compost, peat moss, oak leaves, or humus  
 
Water: Keep moist the first year until established. Allow them to be dry during the summer.  
 
Light: Full sun with dappled afternoon shade in hot climates - even ours. Full sun along the coast.  
 
Fertilizer: Very light application of an acid-based general fertilizer once a year in the spring.  
 
Mulching: Two inches of pine needles or fir bark for the first year.  
 
Transplanting: Late fall to early winter is the best time to transplant PCIs. The most important thing to 

remember about Pacificas is that their roots cannot be allowed to dry out. Wrap the plant roots in very 

wet paper towels to keep them moist until you can get them into water. If you do not see new white roots 

on the divided clumps, put them into a container of water in a shaded place or in the house and wait until 

white roots develop to approximately to one-inch or one and a half inches long before planting. 

Established plants should be left alone until a loss of vigor is noticed, usually in three to five years.  

 

‒ https://pacifichorticulture.org/articles/pacific-coast-iris-2/ 
‒ Joe Ghio 

Culture 

These fall months are the best time for dividing and planting 

all your beardless irises. Trim off dead or diseased leaves 

and cut back slightly when dividing and replanting or when 

planting newly acquired plants, but remember that those 

leaves are still feeding the rhizomes. See last month’s 

CBRIS newsletter for beardless websites where planting 

instructions may be found. 

.  

As for your bearded irises- trim away any dead leaves. Keep 

the garden bed weed-free.  Please submit any rebloomer 

photos to our newsletter so we can see which irises rebloom 

well in our area. 

https://pacifichorticulture.org/articles/pacific-coast-iris-2/
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Dates to Remember 
 

CBRIS Meeting    Nov 7, 2025   Come dressed as an iris! Question panel 

CBRIS Holiday Lunch  Dec 6, 2025  12:30 PM at Tomato Thyme, 1560 Hamilton Ave.,  
        San Jose Ca 95125  

CBRIS Meeting    Jan 2, 2025  TBA 

CBRIS Spring Show   Apr 19, 2026   Joan Pisani Community Center, Saratoga, CA  

2026 Spring Regional   May 15-16, 2026  Reno, Nevada; hosted by High Desert Iris Society  

2026 AIS National Convention  May 18-23, 2026  New Jersey and New York; 4 gardens: Brooklyn  
Botanical Gardens, Presby Memorial Iris Gardens,  
Rutgers Gardens, and Gary Slagle’s Garden –  
Phanaticville  

    2026 Fall Regional   TBA   Hosted by Shasta and Leo T. Clark Iris Societies 

    2027 Spring 14 Regional   May 7-9, 2027  Hosted by MBIS, Santa Cruz area gardens - Diane  
Sampson in Watsonville and Jo Chisholm in Los  
Gatos, Santa Cruz mountain area 

 

 

Electronic Popularity Poll 

The new AIS Popularity Poll is now open and will close on January 31, 2026. The poll is open to all classes of 

irises, bearded and beardless. AIS members and non-members may list up to 25 of their favorite irises in any class 

– bearded and beardless. 

If you do not have a computer, you may submit your votes to the RVP. Please restrict your votes to irises that you 

have seen growing well in your area 

Instead of providing you a list of irises (as in the Tall Bearded Symposium, which this is replacing), you will be able 

to type in the names of your favorite irises on an online form and submit it electronically. You will be asked to give 

the state where you garden, the name of the iris (up to 25 different cultivars) and the class of each iris you named.  

 

1. Click this online form link or use the QR code to reach it. 

2. Enter an email address and the respondent's name. 

3. Select the appropriate state, province, or territory. 

4. Select the appropriate AIS region (if known) 

5. For each of the 25 favorite irises, type its name and classification (if known).  

6. There will be dropdowns to help select a state, AIS Region and iris type. 

 

We are looking forward to your votes.   
 
‒The American Iris Society; News & Notes; October 31, 2025  
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https://xred9wkab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y76_KotjWn9KmmHx6FsIzLqCDF5Wz0s0umewQ9i3glvtXJ4Ywl-TZKg96UmUdG251GocVdy8jr-3U3DntNClpmXhGFBi9ltFhhnoDZUDbQrrycqxM09jeRtReadCOVodvoYhZEdeVBRJKO3JS17--66GWlffhiuNZWhCtl_ZlcXLFt4VnnhhLd2GjmaQWhG1ZCDw8tvLsjmyxZCeTjHqq5wSbAtNxi4YeBBTEdSGTb7CaTNS_1P3zJK5_MZhDClQVHkblAKlHl1FzWNGYPbBR33L5dggpVes&c=wa9rD7NfLidFeEpBzc9aUKUdGWiz8fG97MZAYVCylYFMsgZatSz8Gw==&ch=fhudu6OnB6eWIbRDWvurS4jOyF-U2Bc9hRwcWv6RV7crrSj9xVeTlw==
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CBRIS Meeting Minutes 
October 10, 2025 

 
Welcome:  President Carol Dahout called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm, welcoming all attendees and 
acknowledging the October birthdays of these CBRISians: Rachel Unger, Wendee Augustiro, Mei-Chih Chen, 
Carolyn Hoover, Richard Clarke, Peter Marra, Joe Ghio, Bryce Williamson, Linda Lomperis and Chad Schroter. 
  
No guests or new members were in attendance. 
 
Comments on the October 3-4 CBRIS-hosted Fall Regional  
meeting at Shoup Park in Los Altos.   
Carol asked attendees to share their thoughts about last month's  
Regional meeting. The few comments made were all positive and  
could be accurately summed up with Carolyn Craft's own remark:  
“lots of praise!” 
 
Program: CBRIS Vice President Jane Jordan had prepared a very  
informative presentation on Beardless Irises.  Unfortunately, Jane  
was unable to attend the October meeting, so President Carol  
Dahout walked the club through Jane's presentation. 
 
This presentation included a well-organized discussion of the many Beardless Iris types—Louisiana, Japanese, 
Siberian and Spuria—detailing for each type their optimal growing conditions and at the same time, whetting 
our appetites to grow these irises through the many pictures shown of each type, many of which were AIS 
award winners.   
 
Thanks to Jane and others who provided Beardless Iris rhizomes for the Door Prizes awarded at the end of 
today's meeting. 
 
Refreshment Gratitude:  Carol thanked Grace Keng, Amy Hawkins, Carolyn Lee and Mikey Lango for 
providing refreshments for tonight's meeting. 
 
A New AIS Iris Popularity Poll.  Riley Probst announced that AIS has scrapped its previous, annual, 'paper-
and-pencil 'Tall Bearded Popularity Symposium in favor of a new digital poll that will allow you to vote for your 
favorite 25 irises (out of a list of 500 entries) that can be irises of any and all types—not simply Tall Bearded.   
 
All voting for iris popularity will now be done exclusively via computer.  Take note please: voting begins on 
November 1, 2025. 
 
Riley announced that Region 14 will hold the Tall Bearded Symposium for Region 14 area.  This is 25 of your 
favorite tall bearded irises from the symposium list. Votes are due to him by Dec. 1st. 
 
Vote and let the American Iris Society know what you consider to be the best iris cultivars. 
 
For more information on voting deadlines and procedures, go to the AIS website: www.irises.org. 
 
  
           
 (continued next page) 
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__ 

(continued) 
 
CBRIS Budget for 2025-2026:  Carol presented attendees with a draft proposal of the CBRIS Budget for 2025 
– 2026.  She and Treasurer Mary Collins then fielded members' questions such as, “What does CBRIS do with 
all this money?”, “Should CBRIS use some of these funds to send the CBRIS president to the AIS meeting?--
or, say, to buy more Tall Bearded irises for door prizes?” and “Should some of these funds be used to fund 
student scholarships?” In relation to this last question, Carolyn Craft mentioned the AIS's Youth Program and 
that in the past, CBRIS had funded scholarships for local students. 
 
After about 15 minutes of lively discussion, members voted to approve the proposed 2025-2026 CBRIS 
Budget.   
 
New CBRIS Board Members:  Officers. Directors and Appointments proposed for 2026.  Carol began by 
thanking all 2024-2025 CBRIS Board Members: Officers, Directors and Appointments for their outstanding 
service and dedication. 
 
CBRIS Officers currently serving as President (Carol Dahout), Vice President (Jane Jordan), Treasurer (Mary 
Collins) and Secretary (Linda Lomperis) have agreed to continue their service in 2026.   
 
The proposed slate of 2026 Directors is as follows:  Chris Huyn, Sergey Melnikov, Mikey Lango, Lynn Stuart, 
Naomi Nakata and Gina Johnson.   
 
The proposed 2026 slate of Appointments (i.e., those tasked to be in charge of various regular club 
activities/jobs) is as follows:  Carol Dahout, Mikey Lango, Jane Reiter, Steve and Lisa Chen, Nancy Mirabella, 
Naomi Nakata, Lynn Stuart, Chris Dickinson and Sergey Melnikov 
 
Acknowledging all these proposed positions, members in attendance then voted and approved the proposed 
2026 CBRIS Board Members:  Officers, Directors and Appointments. 
 
For the November CBRIS Meeting, Come Dressed as Your Favorite Iris!   
Need more be said?!  In the past, members have come dressed to look like a  
specific iris flower, or they have come dressed to suggest the specific name  
of an iris.   
 
The Holiday Party is coming in December, and Nancy Mirabella and Alice  
Gary are coordinating this event.  Stay tuned for more information via email. 
 
Upcoming Events of Interest to CBRISians: 
 

• Fall Festival of the Friends of the Master Gardeners of Santa Clara  
           County takes place on Saturday, October 11, in Martial Cottle Park, 9 am – 2 pm. 

• Plant Sale at Cabrillo College in Aptos (in Santa Cruz County), also takes place on Saturday, Oct. 11. 

• Wafu School of Ikebana Flower Show takes place on October 18 and 19, from 10 am – 4:30 pm, at the 
Quinlan Community Center, 10185 N. Stelling Road, in Cupertino.  FREE admission. 

• Chrysanthemum Sale at Yamagami's takes place on October 24 and 25. 
 
Door Prize Irises were awarded via the Wheel of Fortune app.   
 
Meeting Adjourned around 9:30 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Linda Lomperis, CBRIS Secretary 
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Support Second Harvest Food Bank 

 

Your Contribution Can Make a Difference 

Families in our community are struggling to make ends meet. With the government shut down and SNAP 

funding suspended, our Treasurer, Mary Collins, has suggested that we have our own drive to support the 

Second Harvest Food Bank, and I agree. At the November meeting and the holiday party, we will collect 

food donations and/or checks/cash made out to Second Harvest Food Bank. 

 

The food items they need are: 

• Canned tuna, chicken or salmon 

• Peanut butter 

• Meals in a can (soup, stew, chili) 

• Low-sodium canned vegetables 

• Canned fruit in its own juice or water 

• Olive or canola oil 

• Spices (cinnamon, chili powder, cumin, salt-free spice blends) 

• Canned foods with pop-top lids 

• Low-sugar whole grain cereals 

• Healthy snacks (granola bars, nuts, dried fruit) 

• Rice and dry beans 

 

No expired items, please. 

Thank you for your support! 

 

Carol Dahout, CBRIS President    

 

 

 

CBRIS wishes you a 
Happy Thanksgiving 
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CBRIS Door Prizes Iris November 2025 
 
Aztec Firebird (Rick Tasco ‘25)  AB (OGB-)  26" M  S. red-purple; style arms tan, rose crest; F. red-purple, nickel-sized 
black signal; B. yellow throat, yellow middle, white end; slight sweet fragrance. 
 
Bodacious Beard (Paul Black ‘25)  BB  27”  M-L  S. mid gold; F. white, with mid gold hafts & narrow band; B. huge mid 
marigold; slight sweet fragrance. 
 
Caldron (Robert Schreiner 1957)  TB  36” M  Vivid coppery-red self; B. copper. 
 
Color Me Purple (Richard Tasco ‘25)  AB (OGB-)  23"  L  S. white; F. white with quarter-sized purple signal; B. yellow 
throat and middle, white end. 
 
Dancing Witches (Keith Keppel ‘25)  TB  35" E-M  S. imperial to mulberry purple w/slight white ground showing in center 
base; F. white to cream ground, very heavy black-mulberry plicata markings; B. white base to red orange, purple at end. 
 
English Cottage (Lloyd Zurbrigg 1976)  TB  34"  E  RE  S. white with some very pale violet plicata markings; F. white, light 
violet plicata markings at haft only; B. near white. 
 
Flashy Dresser (Keith Keppel ‘25)  TB  38"  L  S. aureolin yellow;  F. colonial buff ground, showing on edge, with faintly 
veined violet washed petal, and darker violet midline; B. burnished gold with brown at ends. 
 
Good Sir (Clarence White 1942)  TB M  S. yellow;  F. maroon, lighter at edge with yellow haft markings; B. golden yellow 
with white ends. 
 
Helen K. Armstrong (Sterling Innerst 1994)  TB  36"  ML  S. light blue; F. dark blue; B. dark blue. Rebloom reported in 
CA. 
 
Jealous Rage (Thomas Johnson ‘25)  TB  40"  E-M  S. medium lavender blue, with central greenish veins extending to gilt 
edge; F. rich red, with lighter edge; B. red to orange; slight sweet fragrance. 
 
Left An Imprint (Thomas Johnson ‘25)  TB  37"  M  S. light lavender; F. deep lavender, purple black bar across hafts;  
B. orange. 
 
Lycaena (E. B. Williamson 1925)  TB  M  S. white; F. deep violet w/white haft markings and rim; B. yellow to white. 
 
Maroon Majesty (Thomas Johnson ‘25)  IB  25” E-M  S. light cherry pink; F. deep plush black cherry, with a light cherry 
pink rim; B. yellow. 
 
Mountain Melody (James Gibson 1984)  TB  36"  E-M  S. smoky mulberry and yellow orange blend; F. widely banded rich 
yellow orange, speckled smoky mulberry; B. orange red. 
 
Party Belle (Keith Keppel ’25)  TB  35"  M  S. pink; F. pink, lighter in center; B. melon. 
 
Quite Quirky (Riley Probst ‘25)  MTB  21"  M  S. creamy yellow; F. white ground, light purple wash down three-quarters of 
petal, darker purple and white haft marks around beard; flaring; B. yellow. 
 
Running In Circles (Thomas Johnson ‘23)  TB  38” M  S. light blue, white center; F. white, with thick blue-lavender band 
and plicata dots; B. orange throat, lavender middle, blue end. 
 
Sindjkha (Grace Sturtevant 1918)  TB M  S. pale lavender shading to dark olive buff; F. light mauve deepening to violet 
w/white haft markings; B. yellow. 
 
Stunning Future (Thomas Johnson ‘25)  SDB  14"  M-L  S. pink;  F. pink; B. orange throat to deep blue end.  
 
Swirling Surf (Keith Keppel ‘25)  TB  36"  M  S. near lobelia blue in center, paling to violine toward edge, narrow paler rim; 
F. violet blue, lightening toward pale narrow edge, white heart; luminata; B. white base, w/yellow tips.  
 
Wave Of Passion (Thomas Johnson ‘25)  TB  36"  L  S. deep golden yellow, with light yellow band; F. clean medium 

lavender blue, with narrow gold edge; B. orange throat and middle, lavender end; slight sweet fragrance. 
 

Zantha (Orville Fay 1947)  TB  36" E  Yellow self; B. yellow  HM ’47, President’s Cup ’47. 
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CBRIS Door Prize Iris November 2025 
 

                            
  Aztec Firebird AB                Bodacious Beard BB                             Caldron                        Color Me Purple AB     
 
 

                                          
  Dancing Witches                       English Cottage                             Flashy Dresser                         Good Sir    
 

                                          
  Helen K. Armstrong                   Jealous Rage                                     Left and Imprint                       Lycaena 
 

             
     Maroon Majesty IB          Mountain Melody            Party Belle              Quite Quirky MTB           Running in Circles       
           

               
    Sindjkha                  Stunning Future SDB       Swirling Surf                 Wave of Passion                  Zantha   

 
 


